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Dear U. City Families:
We are entering our sixth week of school closures due to the COVID-19 outbreak. Though we would like for many things to
be different, we are continuing to move forward.
I’ve enjoyed seeing some of you during my Zoom meetings with parents and at our Grab & Go pickup sites. Speaking of our
meal program, we have distributed more than 62,000 meals to our students since we started it. I can think of nothing that
exemplifies more the kindness and togetherness of U. City. Also, I encourage you to check out our In the News section on
the website to see the marvelous TV and newspaper coverage of our seniors picking up their caps and gowns on Friday.
Summer school survey
Our buildings may not reopen in time for summer school programs in early June. The reality is, we have to have a plan B. I
am asking parents who will have students in grades PreK-8 for the 2020-21 school year to fill out a brief online survey on
summer learning by clicking www.ucityschools.org/SummerLearning2020Survey. Every family or child who wants summer
learning support will receive it. You will hear more about the program soon.
Volunteers needed for advisory committee
The District is looking ahead to when it can finally re-open its buildings to students, parents and staff. I have been
consulting with superintendents locally and around the country, and many of them have the same concerns that we all do
about keeping everyone safe and healthy as we welcome our students back.
I am looking for volunteers to join a Re-Entry Reimagined Advisory Group to assist the District in all aspects of
safety, protocols and planning for a return to school amid continued concern about the spread of COVID-19. We need a
diverse group of professionals in the fields of medicine, research, public health and telehealth, communication, food safety,
building sanitization, crowd management and others.
It is my deepest wish that we develop a system that enables our students and staff to come to schools to learn and feel safe
while minimizing chances for school closures in the 2020-21 school year. If you are interested and/or want to recommend
someone, please contact Juli Ward at jward@ucityschools.org or 314-341-9966.
UCEF Summer Meal Appeal
We are so grateful for the many ways people have reached out to help our families. We’ve also had many inquiries about
ways to donate money. The University City Education Foundation has launched a Summer Meal Appeal campaign to raise
money to distribute regular care packages for our families over the summer months containing fresh produce, snacks and
household essentials. The response so far has been amazing. People are donating what they can - from $5 to $1,000. Every
gift is so powerful. If you would like to learn more and/or donate, please go to www.ucityschools.org/MealAppeal2020.
Retrieval of items from school buildings
We are developing curbside pickup plans for parents and students to retrieve all personal items from school buildings. This
will take some time as staff will be packaging up all student items while also practicing social distancing in schools prior to
the pickups. We will keep you posted about specific dates and pickup times for each school when we are ready. If you have
any questions please contact your child’s principal.
A bit of fun
I am seeking short videos (10- to 15-second) from our students with words or songs of encouragement, gratitude and thanks
- particularly to their teachers. Take a cell phone video of your child or children in action and send it to
together@ucityschools.org by this Thursday, April 30 to be included in this special project.
We also have a new #TogetherUCitySchools video below that I hope will make you smile. As always, I promise to keep you
informed of any new news and information as soon as possible. You are always welcome to contact me with questions or
concerns at shardin@ucityschools.org or 314-399-0941
In Service of Our Children,
Sharonica Hardin-Bartley, PhD PHR
Superintendent
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