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Hello U. City Schools Families:
With the beautiful fall weather in the air, it is natural to reflect and anticipate change ahead. We too are in
the process of reflection and anticipation regarding our students. By mid-month, we expect to reopen Julia
Goldstein Early Childhood Center’s building for two days of in-person instruction and two days of virtual
instruction with our preschoolers. Meetings are already underway with staff and parents regarding logistics
and the various safety and wellness precautions that will be put into place. A start date will be set soon.
This is the first step in our goal to be safe, gradual and kind regarding the re-entry of children into our
school buildings. There are currently no decisions or set dates to reopen elementary schools, nor the middle
and high schools. We are optimistic regarding research about the low spread of COVID-19 among younger
children, and our staff is fully engaged in discussions about the future. As I have said from the start, our
transition back into school buildings will not be rushed and will take into account public health statistics as
well as the unique needs and perspectives of our U. City community.
More transparency
It is our pledge to be transparent regarding COVID-19 and its impact on our staff, children and greater
community. To that end, the District has posted a new COVID-19 Dashboard on its website. The Dashboard
provides up-to-the-minute data from St. Louis County’s health department regarding COVID-19. Starting
later this month, the Dashboard will further communicate the count of active cases and quarantines among
District students and staff.
For our Spanish speaking families
Para nuestras familias hispanohablantes

Starting today we will be translating all of my parent email for our Spanishspeaking families. These are accessible through
www.ucityschools.org/EnEspanol.
A partir de hoy, traduciremos todos los correos electrónicos de mis padres para
nuestras familias hispanohablantes. Estos son accesibles a través de
www.ucityschools.org/EnEspanol.
A week of great connections
This past week was exciting for a variety of reasons. All of our schools hosted
successful and engaging curriculum nights. I admired the leadership and
creativity shown by our school principals and staff as they warmly engaged with
families via Zoom and other methods. Some of our elementary schools also
welcomed students and parents into their buildings for physically distanced
teacher hellos and tours. The schools buzzed with energy with students back
inside them. Their presence gave our staff and teachers a boost. We miss them,
terribly.
A few updates
Please join us for some real fresh air next Friday, Oct. 9 from 6:30 to 8 p.m. in
the high school stadium for an outdoor screening of documentaries written and
produced by last year’s AP English Literature and Composition class. Under the
leadership of teacher Christina Sneed, students explored the American Dream in
context of race, rhetoric and history. This included an in-depth look at The 1619
Project, the ambitious New York Times project by Nikole Hannah-Jones that
recast history through the lens of slavery and the vast contributions of African
Americans in the shaping of America. The documentaries will be viewed on a
large inflatable outdoor screen. Snacks will be for sale, and guests are encouraged
to bring a chair or a blanket for socially-distanced viewing. Click
www.ucityschools.org/screening100920 to register.
Election day is coming on November 3. It is so important that people in our
community utilize their individual power through voting. I urge you to have a
plan on how you will cast your vote. To that end, Voters Helping Voters-STL is
hosting a drive-through ballot notarizing event for those who want to vote by
mail this Sunday, Oct. 4 from noon to 4 p.m. at Barbara C. Jordan Elementary
(1500 82nd Blvd.). Mail-in ballots must be notarized. Voters should bring their
mail-in ballot and identification to BCJ to utilize the free notary service. If you
can’t make it on Sunday, the University City Library has a notary on staff inside
the library during regular business hours.
Our current climate
I end with more reflection about the recent decision by yet another Grand Jury
that failed to hold its police officers accountable for the shooting death of a black
person. In this case, it was Breonna Taylor who died in terror in her own home by
the very people taxpayers paid to protect her. This is a failure of our system and it
erodes faith. The pain is real for myself and our entire community. We must
continue to candidly address and dismantle systemic oppression that leads to

violence against black people. We must set an example for all children and
families in University City so their future is brighter than this. As we enter a very
tumultuous election cycle, let us keep these values and goals in the forefront. Do
not lose them in the current of dizzying daily events, fear and conflicting rhetoric.
Hold them in your heart, take the pain and recast it into hope and a vision of a
better future so all of our children can be safe and well.
In Service of Our Children,
Sharonica Hardin-Bartley, PhD, PHR
Superintendent
Para leer este correo electrónico en español, visite www.ucityschools.org/Espanol100220.
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