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Good Afternoon U. City Schools Families:
As you are aware, we are finishing out a week that included having to temporarily pivot Jackson Park
Elementary School to all-virtual instruction.
I want to applaud our teachers and leadership staff at Jackson Park for quickly transitioning after it became
clear that there were too many quarantines to make in-person learning safe and viable. This move went
smoothly because of our COVID-19 contract tracing system, our communications protocol and our Health of a
Lion health re-entry plan that anticipates rapid pivots to virtual instruction. Jackson Park students will safely
return to in-person instruction on Monday, April 5.
Bravo to two members of the U. City Schools Team!
We have some wonderful news to share with you. This week, Brittany Woods eighth grade social studies
teacher Christina Grove, UCHS Class of ‘94, received the School District of University City’s Teacher of the
Year award. Christina speaks her truth with students and our community. This year she became the District’s
CLR Facilitator because of her unwavering passion and conviction for racial equity and justice for our staff,
students and her University City community. Christina received the surprise news, and flowers and balloons, in

front of her students while teaching yesterday. Her son, Joshua who is in the
seventh grade at Brittany Woods, was also there to see his mom get the exciting
news.
Pam Meyer, a 27-year employee with the District, was also surprised Thursday with
flowers and balloons when she learned she had been selected as the District’s
Educational Support Person of the Year. Pam has spent the last 12 or so years as
the administrative assistant in the District’s Curriculum and Instruction office. But
that really doesn’t describe her role in our district. Pam, without hesitation, is
willing to go far beyond her job duties. She always sees the big picture and does
what’s best by reaching out to her colleagues at all of our schools to get the job
done.
We are so grateful to have both of these fine people in our community. They will be
honored at the April Regular Board of Education Meeting. Please see the video of
them getting the good news.
Looking back and then forward to this summer and next year
It is hard to believe that we are at the one-year mark of educating students during
COVID-19. This week reminded us that we cannot let our guard down. We must
remain safe, gradual and kind in all that we do. For now and quite some time
forward masks and social distancing remain the best way to keep everyone safe.
When I look back on this past year, I feel intense pride but also deep concern for
our students and community. I am proud of the courage, teamwork and resilience
demonstrated by so many of our staff and students. But I worry about everyone’s
well-being and all of our students’ right to a rigorous, relevant and modern
education. We know that the stakes are high for Camp U, our summer learning
program (open registration will begin on March 30). It is in our hands to provide
the best experience we can to ensure our students make up for lost learning and are
primed for the next academic year. It is also in our hands to plan strategically for
the next year with even stronger educational and wellness supports. I will be
announcing a Town Hall later this spring to discuss the next year in more detail. So
stay tuned.
Key dates and events
TONIGHT, March 12 and tomorrow, Saturday, March 13 - Ranked, the UCHS live-streamed
student musical, at 7 p.m. Click here to purchase your live stream viewing tickets.
Tuesday, March 16 - University City School Board of Education Virtual Candidate Forum hosted by
the University City Education Foundation and the University City High School PTO and moderated by
the League of Women Voters. Register here to attend.

Wednesday, March 17 - Self Care is the Best Care at 6 p.m, the second session of Alive and Well’s
Community Empowerment series on personal and community wellness amid toxic stress and trauma.
Friday, March 19 - Early release day.
Monday, March 22 - Friday, March 26: Spring Break, no classes.
Tuesday, March 30 - In-person Kindergarten Open House night for prospective parents or district
families enrolling a kindergarten child next August. Sessions at 4:30 or 5:30 p.m. Click here to register
to attend. Please note, this event will go on at Jackson Park as scheduled.
Monday, March 29 - Friday, April 2: All-virtual learning from home. No in-person instruction or
Distance Learning Hubs.
Tuesday, March 30 - Online open enrollment begins for Camp U: A summer of Exploration and
Discovery. More information coming soon.

I remain grateful to be leading our District in partnership with our community during such a difficult year. As
always, I am available to you if you have any questions or concerns at shardin@ucityschools.org or on my cell
phone at 314-399-0941.
In Service of our Children,
Sharonica Hardin-Bartley, Ph.D., PHR
Superintendent
Click here to see the video below.
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