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Dear University City Schools Families,
We enter this weekend with great anticipation, starting with a very lovely weather forecast. I hope all of you
get a chance to take in some sunshine because we all deserve a bit of spring.
Vaccine update
We can also look forward to a faster COVID-19 immunization schedule for Missouri’s educators. State
officials announced yesterday that they are accelerating getting the vaccine to educators and that our
teachers and staff may start receiving doses by mid-March.
About the vaccine: if you were not able to attend this past Tuesday’s excellent webinar featuring Dr. Denise
Hooks-Anderson discussing facts and myths about the COVID-19 vaccine, I encourage you to take some time
to view the recording of it here.
Also, Children’s Hospital and Washington University Physicians are seeking youth younger than 18 for
vaccine clinical trials. I know several families have requested interest in this type of opportunity. They are
asking interested parents to fill out a survey (click here) as part of the selection process.
High School Re-Entry Update
We are also anticipating the March 8 return of seniors and freshmen to University City High School’s new
Distance Learning Hubs (DLHs). Juniors and sophomores will return to school in the DLH model on April
8. Principal Michael Peoples and his staff did a wonderful job refining and explaining the DLHs during a
parent webinar on Wednesday. If you missed it, you can view a recording of it here.

Parents have the choice of sending their children to the DLHs or to continue with
virtual learning from home. We do ask that parents commit to one or the other
option by filling out this final commitment form due no later than this Wednesday,
March 3.
For elementary parents
Washington University in St. Louis social scientists are still seeking parents with
children in elementary school to complete this survey for a research project on
talking about race with children. The research aligns with our vision of Learning
Reimagined. You can take the survey on your cell phone or computer. The
password is RS082RM to enter the survey.
Thinking ahead to summer
I’m pleased to announce that we are finalizing plans for Camp U: A Summer
of Exploration and Discovery, our improved, free summer learning program
for students. Camp U will be in-person and run from June 7 through July 16.
More details about this awesome opportunity will be shared soon.
Additionally, Blueprint4Summer program, a marvelous summer camp resource
for parents, would like parent input so they can pass your ideas on to local camps
to create program options that best fit the needs of families. If interested, please
fill out this anonymous survey by Monday, March 8.
Special Schedule the week after Spring Break and upcoming events
Once again, we have many dates of interest approaching. Please note, out of
continued precautions to prevent the spread of COVID-19, the leadership
team has decided to put the week after Spring Break on an all-virtual,
learn from home schedule.
Tuesday, March 2: UCHS juniors take the ACT on campus. Test starts at
8 a.m.
Tuesday, March 2: Zoom with the Superintendent at 9 a.m. and/or 5
p.m. Click here to register.
Wednesday, March 3: UCHS student webinar at noon to discuss
Distance Learning Hubs. Look for communication from Mr. Peoples for the
link and password.
Wednesday, March 3: Deadline for High School parents to fill out the
commitment form for Distance Learning Hubs or to remain with virtual
learning at home. Click here to fill out the form.
Wednesday and Thursday, March 3-4: Evening virtual parentteacher conferences. Parents will hear directly from their schools to
schedule conferences.
Friday, March 5: No classes.
Monday, March 8: UCHS seniors and freshmen start Distance Learning
Hub days in the building at the regular start time.
Wednesday, March 10: Know Thyself - We Are More Than Our
Experiences at 6 p.m. - the first of Alive and Well Communities’
Community Empowerment Virtual Sessions. Click here to register.
Friday, March 19: Early release day.

Monday, March 22 - Friday, March 22: Spring Break, no classes.
Monday, March 29 - Friday, April 2: All-virtual learning from home.
No in-person instruction or Distance Learning Hubs.
I am available by email at shardin@ucityschools.org and on my cell phone at 314-399-0941 if you have any
questions or concerns. In closing, I share with you this dance video in honor of Black History Month
choreographed and performed by UCHS dance instructor Nicole Thomas and students Essence Cunningham
Peoples and Reuben Thomas. I hope you take a few minutes to experience this profound work of art.
In Service of Our Children,
Sharonica Hardin-Bartley, Ph.D., PHR
Superintendent
Click here to see this stunning UCHS dance video In honor of Black History Month
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