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Principal Wernentin’s Message

Welcome to Fall!  It is hard to believe we are moving into November already!  I wanted to update you with regard to a few items.  

As you know, a Community Conversation on Safety and Security was held at the high school on October 13, 2009.  We had a turnout of nearly 200 students, staff, parents, and community members.  The purpose of the meeting was to address concerns about negative student behavior and the increase in the number of student altercations occurring of late.  Superintendent Wilson and I responded to the concerns, dispelled some of the rumors, and explained the interventions that we are implementing.  These interventions include:

· Pursuing severe consequences for students choosing to fight or cause disruption in the school

· Additional hiring of support personnel in the hallways

· Creating a new position of Learning Support Liaison

· Adding a receptionist position to improve communication

· Implementing the anti-gang program “Real Talk”

· Including a behavioral goal in our Comprehensive School Improvement Plan

· Instituting a peer mediation program

· Developing a Principal Advisory Committee with teachers and students

· Providing educational opportunities for students not in school through the MOVIP and U Time Academy

· Recognizing the positive behavior and effort of the 95% of our students that are making good choices, completing their academic studies, and being good citizens

· Installing “buzzer” entry systems in the two main entrances of the School District of University City

· Reinforcing with staff the need to develop positive relationships with students

· Addition of a TIP line in which critical information can be conveyed anonymously – 290-4444

We are also soliciting parent volunteers to assist in hallway supervision.  If you are interested in receiving more information, please contact me directly at 290-4102.
Our hope is that through these measures our students will make appropriate choices, realize there are severe consequences for disruptive behavior, and maintain a safe and orderly school climate for everyone in the building.  
If you would like more information about any of these programs, please contact one of the building administrators.

While we appreciate students want to come to school to maintain their 93% attendance rate, please encourage them to stay home if they are ill.  The flu season is upon us and some students are coming to school sick.  We are making one adjustment to the 93% attendance policy.  The change is that the percentage rate will be recalculated at semester.  The hope being that if a student was out for an extended time in the fall or early winter, he or she will not be penalized in the spring if improved attendance is demonstrated.

As always, if you have questions, concerns or would like to visit, do not hesitate to contact me at 314-290-4100 or twernentin@u-city.k12.mo.us. 

UCHS Calendar
October

26
Early release, 4 – 7:30 pm parent/teacher conf.

28
Early release, 4 – 7:30 pm parent/teacher conf.

30
NO SCHOOL

30
7:30 pm school play Dark Of The Moon

31
noon football game, home

31
8 pm, school play Dark Of The Moon

November

2
Senior Year Book photos and make-up photos    during seminar, sign up with Ms. Williams, rm 153

4
Sizing for letter jackets during lunch in cafeteria

5
7:30 am, all sophomores take PLAN test

5
7 pm School Board meeting, McNair Administration

 6
NO SCHOOL – State teachers’ meeting

11
Veterans Day program

11
7 pm, PTO meeting in the library

17
Early release, 7 pm, Athletic Boosters Meeting

19
6:30 pm, Anti-Bullying program at McNair 

25-29
NO SCHOOL, Thanksgiving Break

DARK OF THE MOON, Our Fall Play

UCHS drama club Black Mask will present the folk-tale thriller DARK OF THE MOON at 7:30 pm, Friday, October
30th and 8 pm, Saturday (Halloween) October 31st, in 
the high school auditorium. Tickets are $5 in advance (purchase from any cast member) or $7 at the door. 


“Dark of the Moon” is based on the haunting 18th century ballad “Barbara Allen.”   Similar to Shakespeare’s “Romeo and Juliet,” this dramatic play challenges an audience’s comfort level regarding levels of tolerance and justice in a situation of two star-crossed lovers.

The play is directed by senior Cameron Tesson and features 20 students including Ashanti Borders, Barbara Jordan, Luke Babich, Marvin Hudgens, Miles Roberts, Camille Whitfield, Julian Johnson, Isiah Simpson, Sarah Sarber, Clifton SeSeur-Brown, Kayla Heidelberg, Lisa Parker, TaqQuoara Hardieway, Zoe Moffitt, Demetrius Clayton, Lamont Davis, Camaron Ballard, and Alaina York. 

Dear Senior Parent(s):
Congratulations! Your son/daughter is now a senior—ready to go out and prepare to make his or her own way in life.  We at UCHS realize that this can be an extremely “challenging” time for families. Dr. Katherine Bailey, College Counselor, is available to meet with you and provide you assistance in making plans for your student’s future.  This is an invitation to call for an appointment on: 
Mondays - 8:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays - 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.  
Tuesdays and Thursdays - 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
Please contact Dr. Bailey at 290-4111 or by e-mail at kabailey@city.k12.mo.us to schedule an appointment. 

PLAN TEST—November 5, 7:30 am UCHS Auditorium:

All sophomores will take the ACT’s PLAN test that provides students an idea of how they may perform on the ACT Assessment.  The PLAN also provides information for educational and career planning.

Students will be provided “A Planning Guide for Students and Parents.”  Parents are to review the contents with the student and assist him or her in preparing for this important academic/career/college assessment.

The School District will bear the cost of the test fee to ensure that each student is provided an opportunity to take advantage of this important assessment.  Further details will be sent to parents by mail.


Teachers’ Wish List
Every year the PTO sponsors a “Teachers’ Wish List.”  Please assist by making a donation!  Please make checks payable to "UCHS PTO" and write "Wish List" in the memo line.  Here's some of the small items that the classrooms need:

Nurse - granola bars

Knitting Club - knitting needles and looms

Earth Science - boxes of color pencils
Algebra/Geometry - electric pencil sharpener
All teachers - Kleenex

English - electric pencil sharpener
UCHS Sports Report
The Swim Team returned from a very successful trip to the Cape Rock Invitational on October 10th.  The U-City Team had a 77% best swim percentage for the meet.  
Cheerleading squad has been showing spirit this fall in supporting our teams on the field.  

Softball just concluded their season with a 9-6 record, losing to Kennedy in the District semi-finals.  Ariel Neely emerged as one of the top pitchers in the area. 

Girls Volleyball is 4-7 on the season and has beaten rivals such as Clayton, Berkeley, Hazelwood East.  Seniors Rebekah Byrne and LaShaunta Williams have led the Lady Lions all season in most offensive categories and have played key roles in the team’s success.

The Girls Tennis team recently concluded their season in District play last week. The Lady Lions finished the season with a 5-10 record. Laura Pick, who did not start playing until mid-season, was undefeated in #1 singles including a 1st place finish at the conference tournament

Field Hockey is off to a fast start with a 9-4 record, and are currently the area leaders offensively with 49 goals scored.  Mandy York leads the St. Louis area in scoring with 19 goals.  Kat Simpson is also in the top ten with 10 goals and 7 assists.  Goalie Ellie McCray has recorded 69 saves and 4 shutouts for a .750 save percentage The JV is 1-1-1 with 6 games to play by the end of October. 

U Cross Country hosted the Suburban South Conference where over 400 runners participated.  David Lambus finished first in the boys varsity race and is on pace to qualify for State. 

Varsity Football is 3-5 heading into Districts after some very tough losses in conference. With the way the Lions have played up to now, another trip to the state playoffs is imminent so stay tuned!

Sign up for the UCHS PTO e-group at UCHSPTO-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 

For up to date information on sports check www.highschoolsports.net
Remember to use your Schnucks scrip card every time you shop to support the PTO. 
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