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Principal Wernentin’s Message

Hello U-City families!  As we complete the fall term, there are a number of activities, happenings, and events occurring that I wanted to convey to you.

Construction

As of this writing, the remodeling on the third floor is on schedule to be completed over winter break.  This, like all of the construction, will provide the state-of-the-art facilities our students deserve.  The second phase of the work will address the rest of the classrooms on the third floor, some on the second floor, and completion of the cafeteria restrooms.   Due to the extent and nature of the work being completed this summer, the high school will be shut down for a large part of the summer.  As the construction schedule is completed, we will update you with the hours and location(s) of personnel.  Summer school will likely be held at Brittany Woods.

Comprehensive School Improvement Plan

The Comprehensive School Improvement Plan contains four academic goals:

Goal 1 - Mathematics – The number of students scoring in the proficient and advanced range on the Algebra l End of Course exam will increase from 9.1% on the spring 2009 exam to 20% on the spring 2010 exam.

Goal 2 - Communication Arts – The number of students scoring in the proficient and advanced range on the English ll End of Course exam will increase from 46.7% on the spring 2009 exam to 55% on the spring 2010 exam.

Goal 3 - ACT – The ACT composite score for all UCHS students will increase from 18.8% during the 2008-09 school year to 19.3% during the 2009-10 school year.

Goal 4 - Reducing the number of Ds and Fs – The total number of Ds and Fs students receive will be reduced by 50% from the 2008-09 school year to during the 2009-10 school year as evidenced on the semester report cards.

We are focusing on improving our attendance rate and reviewing our master schedule to determine if we are 

serving our students with an effective scheduling model.  Our goal is to improve the academic performance of all students, prepare them for all post secondary opportunities, and provide a safe and secure environment. 

Contact me at 290-4100 or twernentin@u-city.k12.mo.us with your questions and concerns. 

UCHS Calendar
December

2
6 pm, Choir concert, Powell Symphony Hall, 
Free—all are welcome

4
7 pm, Choir/band concert at UCHS. $5 or buy $10 poinsettia and get free admission

7
6-9 pm, UCEF fund raiser at Plowsharing Crafts

9
7 pm, PTO meeting in the library

11-13
Book Fair, Borders Books, 1519 S. Brentwood. Be sure to get vouchers at the UCHS table before you pay at the register.  (We make 20%)

12
7:30 am, ACT test

12
6:30 pm, Kinesis Dance Concert

15
4-6 pm, Cocoa and Cram study session for Freshmen

16
Latin registration for Latin exams (.50 & $4 for each)
16
Final Exams, Periods 1, 3, & 4 (full day of school)

17
Final Exams, Periods 5 & 6 (10:50 dismissal)

18
Final Exams, Periods 7 & 8 (10:50 dismissal)

18
Last day for seniors to purchase yearbook files. 
Go to room 153 for details.

January

13
6:30 pm, St. Louis U. presents a financial aid workshop in UCHS cafeteria. Junior & senior students & their families are encouraged to attend.

13
The University of Missouri-St. Louis Pre-Collegiate Programs (Bridge Program) is recruiting students. Invitations will be sent to all students who have at least a 2.5 grade point average. The Bridge Program Summer Academy is a four-week program emphasizing Math, Science, English Composition and Career Preparation.  The Saturday Academy for College Skills Development helps students in identifying possible career paths and appropriate educational goals for pursuing those paths. There is no fee for either program.

Support the Holiday Appeal for UCHS Families
UCHS social worker Ms. Ponchita Argieard is collecting money to purchase $75 worth of food (including meat and dairy) at a special cost of only $30 for 50 of our UCHS families. Help this worthy effort: send your donation to Ms. Ponchieta, UCHS, 7401 Balson Ave, 63130. Make checks payable to UCHS with “holiday appeal” in the Memo space.

Volunteer to Coach Writing

The Writer’s Workshop is looking for volunteers to serve as writing coaches who will come to class when teachers are doing writing assignments.  The coaches help give the 

students more one on one help.  Volunteers will be trained,

and are contacted when needed.  Please contact English teacher Erin Hall at ehall@u-city.k12.mo.us or at 314-680-9870 to volunteer.  
Holiday Cookie Treats for our UCHS Staff

Let’s show our appreciation to our UCHS teachers and staff by sharing a batch of our favorite cookie, candy or brownie.  Bring your holiday treat to 7001 Washington Ave. on December 13 & 14 for assembly into holiday cookie trays.  The staff really appreciates these goodies.

Did You Know…

In September, our U. City Red Cross Youth Corps, took part in a Disaster Drill at Forest Park Hospital. The students were played the role of their diagnosis. They were triaged, and then taken to the emergency room. Eventually, they ended up in the CT Scan area, the Operating Room, and one in the Morgue. Two of the girls played the role of injured nurses from the hospital.  Participating students were Ashanti Borders, Kayla Foster, Taquoara Hardieway, KeonHogan, Barbara Holcomb, Jamahl Jackson, Lulay Kassa, and Tyara Smith.

UCHS National Honor Society and other volunteer students, went to Operation Food Search here in U. City to separate apples, which had been sent to them in large bins from Michigan. Our students also sorted and boxed food and other products at Julia Goldstein that were donated by all of the schools for the 50 neediest families in U. City. In addition, students sold papers for Old Newsboys Day in the rain. They raised $112.50.  Also, Ms. Pezzolla's students raised over 200 items for our food/personal/ household items within one week!

UCHS dance students had a residency with Parsons Dance Company in November and will host residencies with COCA in January and River North in February. 

Congratulations to Kayla Moore who won the Miss Talented Teen of Missouri over the summer. Kayla competed against international and U.S. students while in New York City and finished in the top ten. 

Joii Williams attended the Missouri Fine Arts Academy for dance this summer. Only a little over 100 students were selected from the whole state in each of the arts.

Marcus Johnson auditioned and was selected for COCAdance’s first company. 

Girl Scout troop #3554 meets on Wednesday evenings at 6:00 p.m.  They are involved with many projects which add to their service hours.  If you are interested in joining the troop, please contact leader, Ms. Johnson at 740-7451.  


Athletic Update
WOW-what a Fall!  The U teams all had successes in what was one of our best fall seasons ever!!  The Field Hockey team went 14-4-1 with a tough double-overtime with strokes loss to Barat Academy in the Mid-West Tournament.  Kat Simpson was the area’s top scorer in field hockey.  All-Metro field hockey players will soon be named.  The U expects a few!  From Softball, Amini Border, Missy Mamon, and Keana Henderson received Second-Team All-Conference Honors and KP Phillips received Honorable Mention from the Suburban East Softball Coaches.  Rebekah Byrne received First Team-All Conference Honors from the Suburban South Conference Volleyball Coaches.  In Cross Country,David Lambus won the Suburban South Conference Meet and took 6th at STATE.  Conner Crowe, Emma Mutrux, and Clair Hulett also placed in the top 25 at the conference meet and qualified for State. Varsity Football WON Districts, WON the Region, and Qualified for the Sectional game.  The Football team had a tough loss in a re-match against Normandy in Sectionals.  Darrion Petty was named player of the game by Prepcast for his efforts in the Regional game against MICDS and Sam Brown was named player of the game for his efforts in the Sectional game. Highlights of the Regional and Sectional football games can be heard at www.prepcast.com .  Football All-Conference awards have not been selected at this time.  

We have two new Head Coaches this Winter.  David Gammon, UCHS Health Teacher, has been named the new Head Coach of the boys basketball program.  Coach Gammon has been involved with the U program over the past several years and worked closely with U City’s long-time Basketball Coach Danny Wansley.  Gammon brings experience from all levels and is working on developing a district-wide basketball program that helps develop skills and provide playing opportunities for our younger students.  The Lady Lions are being led by Janice Tompkins who previously coached in Normandy where she led the Vikings into the final four of the State tourney.   This season we had a record number of girls try out for the basketball teams (64), and all involved are looking forward to a season filled with W's.  Girls Swim, led by Head Coach Kurt Tuegel, also had a record number of girls try out (24). Girls swim moved to the winter season several years ago and now that the team has expanded, we will be able to fill each event and relay in the upcoming meets.  Wrestling, led by Coaches Pat Oligschaeger and Eric Morgan, return to a strong program that gets better every season.  This season, our three-time State Qualifier DeMarco Kemp returns as the heavy-weight favorite and is joined by a team of strong contenders.
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