PAGE  

[image: image1.jpg]



For and about University City High School
Volume VII–Issue VI  February 1, 2010

Principal Wernentin’s Message

Happy February!  This month brings many thoughts to us:  Valentine’s Day, President’s Day, spring training begins, and student registration for the 2010-2011 school year!

Students will be receiving their Academic Planning Guides in seminar on February 5 and will be registering for classes on-line February 16.  We recommend that all parents and guardians take an active role in course selection with their students.  As you select courses with your student, we always encourage students to take rigorous courses all four years (and not take an “easy” senior year), explore some of the many elective opportunities offered, and to take advantage of Dual Enrollment courses.  Dual enrollment allows U-City students the opportunity to earn college credit while still attending high school.  Please look at the information in the Academic Planning Guide or contact your student’s counselor for more information.

Know that we continue to take an active and firm approach with student discipline.  We ask for your assistance in addressing the following areas with your students:

· No hats are allowed to be worn in school.  Students wearing hats will be asked to give their hat to an adult.

· Electronic devices are allowed ONLY in the cafeteria at lunchtime.  They will be turned over to an adult and returned only to a parent/guardian listed in our student information system or after two weeks.

· IDs must be displayed at all times.  If lost, a student is required to obtain a temporary ID for the day and a replacement ID in the main office.

· Appropriate dress is required at all times.  This includes wearing pants above the hips (no sagging) and “non-suggestive” attire for the young ladies.

· Students will respond appropriately to staff requests.  Refusing to following directions from a staff member can result in a suspension.

As the new semester begins, it is important for us to continue to monitor the progress of our students.  You can get up to date grade reports through our Parent Assist Assist on-line grading program.  If you want information on receiving a password, contact D’Angello Collier, Assistant Principal at 290-4100.

Again, thank you for your support of our students – in and out of the classroom.  Together our efforts will help ensure that our children are given every opportunity to be successful and prepared for life after UCHS.  We must continue to let students know that we support them in their efforts to do their personal best!  If you have questions or concerns, contact me at 290-4100

Tim Wernentin, Principal

UCHS Calendar
February

1-5
Traci Moore Clay,(class of ’88) returning artist, will work with students throughout the week sharing her skill in graphic arts, communication and leadership.

6
ACT test

6
7-11 pm., ROTC Ball

12
No school

13
6:30 pm, St. Louis U. presents a financial aid workshop in UCHS cafeteria. Junior & senior students & their families are encouraged to attend.

15
No school

10
7 pm, UCHS PTO meeting in the library

16
7 pm, Athletic Boosters meeting in the library

21
2-4 pm, FAFSA FRENZY at UCHS.  Fifty families will receive help from the Mo. Assoc. of Student Financial Aid Personnel, but you must pre-register.  Call for details: 290-4111

23
7-8:30 pm, Latin Club Trivia Night $5/person, UCHS Cafeteria

25
7:30 am Black History Program

26
6:30 pm, Poetry Slam

“Get Your Prep On!” 9th grade students & families! 

 Meet with College Bound staff to get step-by-step instructions on how to plan, prepare, pay for and pursue a college education.  Take advantage of College Bound’s college prep hotline for students and families, website support, and meetings with college coaches.  College Bound will be meeting with 9th graders during seminar during the week of Feburary 22, and is hosting a parent information session on Thursday, February 25, from 11 – 1 in the UCHS auditorium.  You do NOT want to miss this meeting!  For more information call  Maureen Hanlon, Education & Awareness VISTA, at 734-904-2648 or maureen@collegeboundstl.org

Did You Know…

Online registration for Advanced Placement Exams  will open February 15 and close March 19, 2010, at www.ucityhs.TotalRegistration.net. Or register through the counseling office with payment  made to the Business Office by Friday, April 16, 2010.  Additional information will be mailed in February. Advanced Placement exams will be the weeks of May 3 and May 10, 2010.  Check www.collegeboard.com for additional information. 

The 2009-2010 Buzz Book (directory) is available in the main office.  Please one book per family. Students may pick up a copy of the buzz book before or after school. Parents and staff may come any time during school hours. 
Congratulations to art contest winners Timothy Pawlow, Matthew Russell, and Calvin Johnson whose original designs are featured on the front and back covers of the buzz book.

Dance Students Learn From The Pros

Our dance students are enjoying a residency with COCA taught by Alicia Graf of COCA and formerly of Dance Theatre of Harlem and Alvin Ailey.  She is teaching technique, history, and setting a piece on some of the
dancers. This piece will first be performed on Feb. 17 at the U. City Black History assembly at 7:30 AM. The
residency with COCA ends Feb. 5.  On Feb. 16 we will begin a residency with River North Dance Company, a
very well known jazz company from Chicago. This will last until March 5.
RoboLions Compete for U. City
U. City has a new team!! No, this team doesn’t use a ball or bat.  This team uses computers and gears! The RoboLions builds and competes with actual robots. 

There was a competition last fall with a little guy, 18 inches square, nicknamed Leo.  Now the team members are building a huge version of it, five feet tall, weighing in at more than 140 lbs, who can do a chin up. 

Run by an organization called FIRST, (For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology) the team will compete in March at the Chaifetz Arena at St. Louis University. Thirty-six teams in St. Louis compete, with the winners going on to compete at national and even international levels.

If kids or parents want to help out, the group meets in the Autocad room (near the health room) every Wednesday afternoon, Thursday evening and all day Saturdays. We are always looking for more team members and helpers.

For more information, contact the team coach, Dave Sarber at 314-853-4432 or davesarber@sbcglobal.net.

TIPS FOR SENIORS:
*Seniors and parents must obtain a FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) PIN.  The PIN may be obtained at www.pin.ed.gov
 *The FAFSA should be completed as soon as possible after January 1,2010 after taxes are filed and be sent to all colleges of interest through the www.fasa.ed.gov website. An estimate of financial need can be calculated at www.act.org/fane
*FAFSA must be filed by April l in order to be eligible for state financial assistance such as Access Missouri.

*Filing your FAFSA early means you'll get information about your potential aid award amounts sooner, which might be vital in determining which school you choose. 
*Stay in contact with your admission counselors at various colleges ensuring that they have received all necessary application materials.
*Contact colleges to verify receipt of FAFSA
* Start completing housing applications.  Watch deadlines. 

* Continue to work hard in your senior year, don't give in to"senioritis".
 *Search the National Scholarship database using Family
Connection/Naviance.
Athletic Update
Winter teams are mid-way through their seasons.  Our wrestling coaches are predicting the U will have at least 4 State Qualifiers this year.  Senior DeMarco Kemp is projected to return to the Heavyweight Championship bout for a third time.  You can see all of your wrestlers on Saturday February 6th when the U hosts our own LION CLASSIC.  Bouts begin at 9:15 am.  Event staff is needed.  If you would like to volunteer, please contact the athletic office at 290-4106.
 The varsity boys basketball team has won their last two games beating Northwest Academy 67 to 34 and Metro 56 to 29. In doing so, they captured the consolation championship trophy at the Fox Varsity Basketball Tournament. This is the second time this season for the varsity team to bring home hardware.  They also won the consolation championship trophy earlier this year at the Borgia Tournament.

Girls Basketball team has had several big wins at all levels.  Coach Tompkins and her staff are developing the players as an "over-all program" and planning for the future while making things happen on the courts this season.  Catch all the Lady Lions in action and check for game times at www.highschoolsports.net. 
 The girls swim team, 26 strong, just returned from a weekend team trip to Cape.  The team participated in the Cape Invite, one of the largest meets in the State.  They dined at Lamberts, home of the “throwed roll”  

made famous on the food network.  The team’s last home meet is February 2nd-Come CHEER them on!  
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