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Principal Wernentin’s Message

As the winter season is in full swing we encourage you to support all of our student athletes and club members by attending any of the various activities here at University City High School.  Too, I reflect upon the wonderful partnership of our school community.  At this point, our students are deeply immersed in schoolwork and participating in co-curricular activities, and our parents have already worked countless hours to support them. It is greatly appreciated by all of us at U-City High.

Many new faculty members have joined the Lion family in the 2009-2010 school year!  Please join me in welcoming:

Sharon Shannon in the math department

Cassie Conner in science

Shannell DuBose in language arts

Trish Fontana is our Learning Support Liaison

Becky Gaines in social studies

Esther Rhebergen in family and consumer science

I also want to thank all the parents for assisting in the hallways, in the booster clubs, and mentoring projects.  If you are interested in assisting in any of these areas, please contact me.  

As the new semester begins, it is important for us to continue to monitor the progress of our students.  You can get up to date grade reports through our Parent Assist on-line grading program, Parent/Link.  If you want information on receiving a password, contact D’Angello Collier, Assistant Principal at 290-4100 or dcollier@u-city.k12.mo.us 

Again, thank you for your support of our students – in and out of the classroom.  Together our efforts will help ensure that our children are given every opportunity to be successful and prepared for life after University City High School.  We must continue to let students know that we support them in their efforts to do their personal best!  If you have questions or concerns, you can contact me at 290-4100 or twernentin@u-city.k12.mo.us 

Tim Wernentin, Principal

UCHS Calendar
January

4
Classes resume

13
6:30 pm, St. Louis U. presents a financial aid workshop in UCHS cafeteria. Junior & senior students & their families are encouraged to attend.

13
UCHS PTO meeting, 7 pm in the library

15
No School, staff professional development

17
3 pm, Martin Luther King community program at UCHS auditorium 

18
No School, Martin Luther King Day

19
UCHS Athletic Booster meeting, 7 pm, library

22
STEP Show, 6:30 pm, UCHS auditorium

28
Early release day

The University of Missouri-St. Louis Pre-Collegiate Programs (Bridge Program) is recruiting students. Invitations will be sent to all students who have at least a 2.5 grade point average. The Bridge Program Summer Academy is a four-week program emphasizing Math, Science, English Composition and Career Preparation.  The Saturday Academy for College Skills Development helps students in identifying possible career paths and appropriate educational goals for pursuing those paths. There is no fee for either program.

Free ACT  Prep Classes in January

Help your junior score higher on their ACT test by attending these free classes offered from 4 – 7 pm on January 12, 14, 19, 21, 26 and 28.  Students must sign up with Ms. Hagen in room 107.  

Volunteer to Coach Writing

The Writer’s Workshop is still looking for volunteers to serve as writing coaches who will come to class when teachers are doing writing assignments.  The coaches help give the students more one-on-one help.  Volunteers will be trained, and are contacted when needed.  Please contact English teacher Erin Hall at ehall@u-city.k12.mo.us or at 314-680-9870 to volunteer.  

“Talking It Out” Helps
Has your life been affected by someone else’s drinking?  The “Talking It Out” program can help.  This free program meets every Monday from 2:45 – 3:45 at Christ the King School, lower level, at 7324 Balson.  For more information call Ms. Poncheta at 290-4114.
Did You Know…

Sunday, February 21, 2010 - University City High School will host "FAFSA FRENZY" (formerly CollegeGoal Sunday) from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.  Fifty families will be able to complete their FAFSA forms online with assistance from members of the Missouri Association of Student Financial Aid Personnel.  Additional information will be mailed to homes in early January.  

TotalRegistration, the online registration for Advanced Placement Exams, will open February 15 and close March 19, 2010.  Payment must be made to the Business Office by Friday, April 16, 2010. Additional information will be mailed in February. Advanced Placement exams will be the weeks of May 3 and May 10, 2010.  Check www.collegeboard.com for additional information. 

Teachers have been working in their Professional Learning Community (PLC) groups all semester. Teachers are grouped together to develop high priority learning objectives, pre-assessments, instructional responses to the pre-assessment, and a post-assessment. During this cycle, teachers collect and interpret data on each student, which allows them to determine appropriate instructional responses for them. Teachers will repeat this cycle four times this year.

U-Times, the UCHS student newspaper,  is going online! Mrs. Williams and her students are preparing to launch their website, utimesonline.com, in December.

The Latin Club hosted a quiz bowl competition on Nov. 12 against Clayton High School, as part of activities with Clayton throughout the school year.  

Also, the Latin Club is teaching Latin to students at Jackson Park in Ms. Whitehead's 3rd grade classroom and Mrs. Mason's 6th grade classroom.

TIPS FOR SENIORS:
*Seniors and parents must obtain a FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) PIN.  The PIN is the electronic signature which may be obtained at www.pin.ed.gov
 *The FAFSA should be completed as soon as possible after January 1,2010 after taxes are filed.
*FAFSA must be filed by April l in order to be eligible for state financial assistance such as Access Missouri.
*Search the National Scholarship database using Family
Connection/Naviance.
*Use Family Connection/Naviance on a regular basis.
Athletic Update

The Field Hockey team ended their varsity season with a record of 12-6-1.  JV’s record was 2-4-1 which is good for the first year of reinstitution. Mandy York was the area's top GOAL scorer with 25 goals. She was 3rd top overall scorer (which is both goals & assists). Kat Simpson was 5th top overall scorer with 15 goals and 13 assists, 7th in goals and 5th in assists. 
 Suburban All-Conference were given to: Kat Simpson - 1st Team, Anya Klooster and Mandy York - 2nd Team, Maya Foster, Anna Carlsson, and Merinda Morley all received  Honorable Mention.  Also, Kat Simpson attended the National Field Hockey Festival in California over Thanksgiving weekend with Aim Field Hockey and helped her U16 team win it's pool in the tournament by scoring 5 goals. Subsequently she was just named Aim's Athlete of the Week.

The winter athletics season is in full swing with Boys and Girls Basketball, Girls Swimming, and Wrestling all underway.  
The Boys Varsity Basketball team's current record is 3-3. They won the consolation championship in the Borgia tournament by defeating Union 73-30 and Wellston 100-70. The boys varsity's last game was a win versus district rival Berkeley at Berkeley 72-65. The varsity team will be playing in the Meramec Holiday Tournament. The first game will take place at 7:00 PM on December 27 versus Webster Groves at Meramec Community College in Kirkwood, MO.  The Girls Basketball team won their home opener on November 24, defeating Normandy High School 41-35.  Girls Swimming has seen a record number of participants this season and is hoping for strong results in their upcoming meets.  And finally, Wrestling jumped off to a great start, winning their first competition of the season by defeating Trinity Catholic High School and Maplewood High School in a home tri-meet.  Wrestling will be hosting their annual "Lion Classic" on Saturday February 6, 2010.  

We are hoping for big things from all of our athletic programs this winter.  Come on out to a game, match, or meet and cheer on our student athletes. Schedules can be found at www.highschoolsports.net. 
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