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For and about University City High School
September 8, 2010

Principal Wernentin’s Message

Welcome to the 2010-2011 school year!  A number of “new faces” have joined the UCHS family this fall!  Please join me in welcoming the following new staff members:

Ginny McKenna - Language Arts, Sara Williamson –Spanish, Mike Daly - Social Studies,
Tracy Gibson –Business,
Jen Tilling – SSD, Angelique Brown – SSD, Bunmi Ramey – Counselor, Kakoli Bhattacharyya – SSD, Chad Kish – Athletic Director, Liza Harkins – Art, Dr. Stephanie Barry – SSD Administrator.

End of Course Exam (EOC) results from last May should have arrived via U.S. mail.  If you did not get a copy, please call 290-4100.  As you know, the EOCs are our No Child Left Behind accountability measure.  Students were tested last May in Algebra l, Biology, English ll, and Government. There was growth in most testing areas, but we realize a concerted effort needs to occur to meet our AYP (Annual Yearly Progress.)

As mentioned in my July parent letter, there is a change in how students are assigned for discipline and attendance issues.  All ninth and tenth grade students are assigned to Mr. Earnest Carter.  Eleventh grade students will have Mr. Chris Blumenhorst as their grade level principal.  Twelfth grade students will have Mr. D’Angello Collier as their grade level principal.  Ms. Dayle Burgdorf, Assistant Principal, will assist with discipline, but will oversee curriculum, professional development, and our Professional Learning Community initiative among other administrative duties.

Please be aware that a concentrated effort to address the following areas of concern is underway:

· Enforcement of dress code (sagging pants, revealing attire, and hats)

· Tardies (students are considered tardy if student is not in classroom when tone is done sounding)

· Profanity

· Wearing of ID badges

· Use of cell phones and electronic devices

Infractions will earn the student a 30 minute after school detention to be served within 48 hours of occurrence.  Failure to serve the after school detention will cause the detention to double in length.  If a student does not serve the after school detention, a two hour Saturday School session will be assigned, and failure to serve the Saturday School session will result in an out-of-school suspension.

Students that are seen using a cell phone or electronic device will be asked to give the item to a staff person.  The item will be returned only to a parent.  If a parent is not able to pick up the device, it will be returned to the student after ten school days.  Failure to turn the electronic device over to an adult will result in a two day out-of-school suspension.  Remember that electronic devices may only be used before entering the building, at lunch time in the cafeteria, and after leaving the building.

Additionally we continue to recognize the majority of our students who display appropriate behavior and positive attitude through our Lion Bucks program and other privileges afforded students who make good decisions.  Students will be able to “purchase” items with their Lion Bucks in our new UROAR X-Change store opening September 7.

Please note that all student absences need to be reported within 48 hours of the student’s absence.  If there is a planned absence, please send a note to the attendance secretary (Ms. Kim Jones) and follow up with a telephone call to 290-4118.  Only emergency situations will be cause for an excused tardy, and must include a telephone call to the above number.  The UCHS school day is 7:30 – 2:25.

Our hope is to instill a sense of respect and responsibility to our students, reinforce the need of appropriate attitude and behavior, and to be positive role models for all who walk the hallways of U-City High.  Together we can better prepare our students for life after high school.

Always having student safety as our top concern, we continue instituting the following protocols:

· Adult supervision throughout the campus, indoors and outdoors and district security on site

· School resource police officer on campus for the entire school day

· Police presence before and after school for precautionary measures

· New secured main entrance area

· Consistent and severe consequences for any student choosing to engage in violent behavior or gang affiliation

· Please call the hotline at 314-290-4444 with any information that assists with the safety and security of our school.  Calls can be anonymous  though leaving contact information is helpful.

Watch for information about potential changes in the master schedule. Also, a comprehensive after-school tutoring schedule is being created and will be advertised in the next newsletter.

Please do not hesitate to contact me at 290-4100.

UCHS Calendar
September

13
7 pm: Colleges That Change Lives College Fair at Hilton Hotel in Frontenac features 40 schools

14
Band Booster meeting

19
1-4 pm: PTO Art Sale at 7001 Washington to raise money to buy potters’ wheels for the art studio

20
Last make-up day for senior pictures in seminar

20
6:30 – 8:30 pm: U. City College Fair, gym

21
Early release for professional development

21
7 pm: Athletic Boosters meeting in the library

23
6:30 pm Poetry Slam in the auditorium

October

7
Underclass picture make-up day during seminar

7
Senior College Night

12
6 pm: Band Booster meeting
13
PSAT test for sophomores and juniors

16
Homecoming Weekend


12-3: NACAC College Fair at St. Louis U. Simon Center

19
7 pm Athletic Boosters meeting in the library

21
6:30 pm Poetry Slam in the auditorium

FREE ACT Prep Classes

Saturdays from 9 – 11 am
Sept. 18  - English/Reading - Krejnik Rm 267
Sept. 25 - Math/Science - Hagen Rm 107
Oct. 2 - English/Reading - Krejnik Rm 267
Oct. 9 - Math/Science - Hagen Rm 107

Students are expected to arrive on time, stay the entire time and are expected to attend all sessions.

 ACT Test Dates

October 23 test  – register by September 17, late fee required through October 1               
December 11 test – register by November 5, late fee required through November 19                 
February 12, 2011 test - register by Jan. 7, 2011, late fee through Jan. 21                
 April 9, 2011 test – register by  March 4, late fee through March 18              
 June 11, 2011  test – register by May 6, late fee through May 20                    
Students are strongly encouraged to register online at http://www.actstudent.org/ Packets and information are in the Guidance Office. 
College Visits at UCHS

Monmouth College - September 14, 9:00 AM      
University of Central Missouri , Tue September 14, noon     U.S. Navy - Wed September 15, 11:30 AM      
University of Missouri Columbia - September 16, 1:15 PM  Barnard College - Wed September 29, 9:00 AM      
Columbia College -  Thu October 7, 12:00 PM      
University of Illinois at Springfield -  October 26, 2:00 PM  
University of Missouri, Kansas City -  October 27, 9:00 AM  Sewanee: The University of the South -  Oct. 27, 1 pm


Senior parents are invited to schedule an appointment   with Dr. Bailey, College/Career Counselor according to the following schedule beginning September 22:
    Mondays – 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
    Wednesdays 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. or 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
    Tuesdays and Thursdays – 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
If these times don't fit your scheduled, contact Dr. Bailey at kabailey@u-city.k12.mo.us to arrange another time.

Seniors are encouraged to attend the National Scholarship Service College Fair - Wednesday, September 22,
2010 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. - Harris-Stowe University (field trip – 40 students) Register in the Guidance office.

Did You Know?

Four members of the UCHS Peace Committee attended a five-day training at the Martin Luther King Center in Atlanta, with financial support from the UCHS PTO, parents, staff, local businesses and the school district.  Sophomore Monet Grant, juniors Lynden Peoples and Jenee Chisholm, and senior Breasia Thomas participated in the training on Kingian Nonviolent Conflict Reconciliation.  All four students and two staff advisors passed the exams and are now certified by the King Center and Emery University to teach a four-hour introductory course on Kingian Nonviolence.  

Participants also had a special opportunity to hear Martin Luther King III and Dr. Bernice King (son and daughter of Martin Luther King. Jr.), and to meet them in person. These students will be offering the training to UCHS students and the community. Monet, Lynden, Jenee and Breasia have been invited to present to several schools in St. Louis.  

Our 2010 yearbook has been honored with the All Missouri Award in the overall yearbook category.
This is the highest state level award from MIPA (Missouri
Interscholastic Press Assoc.). Editor-in-chief is Sydney Pritchard with assistance from section editors Devin Alfred, MyTresa Taylor, Kailey James, India Albritton and Dominic D'Agrosa, and staffers Danielle Davis and Demetrius Webb.

Ms. Rock conducts a U.S. Government Study Hall every Thursday in Room 262, for all U.S. Government students, no matter who their teachers are.   US Government is a requirement for graduation by the State of Missouri.  Students may also access www.quizlet.com for free and search for Ms. Rock's Government class.  There are vocabulary lists, flashcards, games using the vocabulary, and practice tests.

Senior/graduation status letters will be mailed home in the month of September. Please make an appointment with counselors if there are any concerns and/or questions regarding individual status. 

Students enrolled in Ms. Schaeffer’s Accounting and Computer Applications I and II courses are eligible for 3 credit hours per course with St. Louis Community College.

Dance St. Louis is providing a dance residency with Houston Ballet with the 7th and 8th period dance students. It is from Sept 27 to Oct 14 and includes a field trip to the Touhill Performing Arts Center to see a concert.

The high school drama dept. is working to establish a chapter of the International Thespian Society. They would like to know if any alumni have any information about a prior affiliation with the society. 

Our Yoga Club meets weekly in the Dance Studio after school on Wednesdays from 2:45 – 4 pm.  It is open to students, teachers, staff and the community. We practice Hatha Yoga and invite beginners through experienced Yoga practitioners to join us.  Our club focuses on breathing, deep relaxation and sustained mental focus.  We are fortunate to have Ms. Darlene Donegan, a visiting Yoga teacher, lead our sessions once a month. Mr. Curtis Stuart leads the class at other times.  This is our third year of Yoga Club and we look forward to meeting new people. 

Knitting Club is starting up early this year with new volunteers. In honor of our dear friend and volunteer, Ms. Libby Jewell Smith, who passed away last spring, Knitting Club is creating a wind chime to hang at the U. City Dog Park. Ms. Libby was a talented jewelry artist who was learning to knit along with the students. She formed close bonds to our Knitting Club members and is deeply missed. Two of Ms. Libby's friends, Ms. Karen Bult and Ms. Mary Krumenacker, are excited to be joining Knitting Club this year. Anyone interested in joining is welcome. We meet Thursdays 2:45-3:45 in Ms. Claunch's room 169.

Robolions Robotics Team meets every Wednesday from 7 – 9 pm in the Autocad room.  Everyone is welcome to participate.  They need technical help to redesign the electronics of the current robot and help to make plans for the new robot.  Lots of non-technical help is needed to design a website, marketing and outreach, and other duties.  For more details contact Dave Sarber at 853-4432.

Sports Update: Lions football is 1-1 after beating Parkway West 50-22 and dropping a tough loss to the defending 5A #1 ranked Webster Groves 45-7.  Branden Walker had a great start against Parkway West scoring 6 touchdowns, rushing for 215 yards, and  adding 108 kick return yards.  Walker was the 4A MO Sports Player of the Week, the Rams Player of the Week, and was nominated for the National U.S. Army Iron Man Award.  Head Football Coach Robert Battle was named the St. Louis Rams High School Coach of the Week.
  
The softball team is off to a great start at 3-2 on the season.  They beat Normandy and Clayton to reach the Championship of the Suburban East Conference Tournament against Ladue on September 28 at 3:30pm at Heman Park.  The Girls Field Hockey team is 3-1-1 on the season, dropping the Championship Game of their division in the Gateway Classic Tournament over Labor Day to Rosati-Kain.  The Girls Volleyball team opened their season with a win over McCluer South Berkeley.
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