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For and about University City High School
September 29, 2010

Principal Wernentin’s Message

October, here we come.  Our teachers continue working in their Professional Learning Community groups identifying essential objectives in their curriculum areas and creating pre and post assessments.  This effort will better enable teachers to address students’ academic needs during the term. 

End of Course Exam (EOC) results from last May arrived in your mail roughly 3 weeks ago.  As you know, the EOCs have replaced the MAP test as our No Child Left Behind accountability measure. As a whole, UCHS demonstrated growth in all testing areas.  We applaud the efforts of our students for their improvement and continue to focus on improving academic achievement for all of our students.  Our efforts include:

· Continuing Academic Literacy, our freshmen level course to improve reading comprehension for identified students

· Providing free ACT Prep classes on Saturdays

· Offering a “math lab” during the school day for students who need additional math assistance

· Math and writing tutoring opportunities Tuesday - Friday for students after school  

· Our work with the instructional core within our Professional Learning Community groups continues as we identify critical learning, provide instructional responses to pre-assessments, and monitor student progress

· Examine a master schedule change to address our students’ needs

· Conduct daily walk-through observations of our classrooms

Additionally, we have instituted “Focus Teams” to address a number of school related topics.  Our focus teams are:

· Technology – Evaluate and prioritize technology needs

· Seminar / Academic lab – Develop and create activities to address the academic needs of our students within the school day

· Freshmen Academy / Ninth Grade Transition – Examine pertinent data to meet the needs of our incoming freshmen students

· Pyramid of Interventions – Develop interventions for all students to achieve academically

· Instructional Practices Inventory – Teachers conduct walk-through observations of fellow teachers to collect and analyze student engagement data

· Tone and Climate – Assist with planning activities to promote a positive climate in the building

As we examine a master schedule change, I want to meet with parents a second time on Monday, October 18 at 7:00 p.m. in our auditorium.  

Remember that when a student receives a detention for dress code, tardies, profanity, or ID badges, they will earn a 30 minute after school detention to be served within 48 hours of occurrence, and additional detentions if the first detention is missed. 
 We applaud and continue to recognize the majority of our students who display appropriate behavior and positive attitude through our Lion Bucks program (in which students “purchase” items in our UROAR X-Change store), positive contacts home, and other privileges afforded students who make good decisions.
 Three Slots Remain for College Bound Sophomores 
Did you know that there is a FREE program at UCHS that helps selected students every step of the way in getting into college, securing financing and completing college?  This fabulous program takes students on national college tours, provides individual tutoring in school classes and for college placement tests, and helps them select, apply and prepare to be successful college students.  Only three slots remain available for current sophomores.  Interested students must see Assistant Principal Dayle Burgdorf to get an application.  Hurry!  These slots won’t remain open very long.  Preference is given to those students who will be the first person in their family to graduate from college. Let College Bound help make this dream a reality.

UCHS Calendar
October

7
Underclass picture make-up day during seminar

7
Senior College Night

9
9-4: Robotics U. City Scramble at UCHS

12
6 pm: Band Booster meeting
13
PSAT test for sophomores and juniors

13
6:45 pm Conversations with the Superintendent

15
NO SCHOOL teacher’s professional day

16
Homecoming Weekend: Parade at 10 am, Football game at , Dance from 7 – 11 pm

17
12-3: NACAC College Fair at St. Louis U. Simon Center

18
7 pm Parent meeting in auditorium to discuss proposed schedule change for the upcoming school year

19
7 pm Athletic Boosters meeting in the library

20
7 pm PTO meeting in the library

21
6:30 pm Poetry Slam in the auditorium

23
ACT test

25
      
7 – 8:30 pm, FREE College Application Essay Workshop at the U-City Public LibraryWorkshop limited to 14 students. Reserve your place by 
contacting Ruth Berson at 314-725-0846 or bersonri@yahoo.com.

28
Early release day, and  4 –8 pm Parent/Teacher conferences 

29
NO SCHOOL and 8 – 11 am Parent/Teacher conferences  

29, 30
7 pm fall play “Sweeney Todd and the String Of Pearls”. $8 adults/$5 students.  In the small theater.  Enter at the Balson doors.

Come and see the new library/media center and renovated classrooms at Brittany Woods Middle School during Conversations with the Superintendent on Wednesday, Oct. 13. Tours begin at 6 p.m., Superintendent's presentation at 6:45 p.m.

FREE ACT Prep Classes

Oct. 2 - English/Reading – Krejnik  Rm. 267
Oct. 9 - Math/Science - Hagen Rm. 107

Students are expected to arrive on time, stay the entire time and are expected to attend all sessions.

 ACT Test Dates

October 23 test  – register by September 17, late fee required through October 1               
December 11 test – register by November 5, late fee required through November 19                 
February 12, 2011 test - register by Jan. 7, 2011, late fee through Jan. 21                
 April 9, 2011 test – regist. by  3/4, late fee through 3/18     June 11, 2011  test – regist. by 5/6, late fee through 5/20                     
Students are strongly encouraged to register online at http://www.actstudent.org/ Packets and information are in the Guidance Office. 
College Visits at UCHS

Barnard College - Wed September 29, 9:00 AM      
Columbia College -  Thu October 7, 12:00 PM      
University of Illinois at Springfield -  October 26, 2:00 PM  
University of Missouri, Kansas City -  October 27, 9:00 AM  Sewanee: The University of the South -  Oct. 27, 1 pm

Webster University - Mon. Nov. 1, 9:00 AM

Missouri University of Science and Technology - Tues. Nov. 2, 9:00 AM

All students are welcome to attend the FREE Oct. 2 Engineering Career Day at the St. Louis Science Center 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM
Sophomore Class Test Information
In September all 10th grade classes received information on their academic responsibility regarding topics such as social promotion, credits, G.P.A., and transcripts. In addition they had an opportunity for self-assessments on time management and effective study habits.
   
On November 9, all 10th grade students will take the PLAN test. It not only provides an estimated ACT score but it provides skills and knowledge students need to succeed in college.
      
In preparation for the PLAN test, all 10th grade students will be given an overview of the PLAN test and information about effective test preparation from October 20 – 25. Students will also receive a pamphlet to share with parents. We hope for the best PLAN scores ever!

Get In The Loop:  Join the UCHS PTO e-group

Do you want weekly reminders of school and district activities?  Did you ever have a school related question that you wanted to ask other parents?  We never share this list.  Anyone who is a member can respond to the group and participate in on-line discussions of school related topics.  

Join today at UCHSPTO-subscribe@yahoogroups.com  To respond to the group either hit reply on a group e-mail or post at UCHSPTO@yahoogroups.com
Show Your Pride!  Dress in U. City Style
The athletic department has a wide variety of pridewear for sale.  Show your lion pride on flip-flops, t-shirts, shorts, sweatshirts and polo shirts.  Go to ucityschools.net website, and go to UCHS, then athletics.  Under athletics, click the bar for U. City merchandise and apparel.  Either place your order on-line or have your student bring in the order form and payment to athletic director Kish.

Congratulations to:

 -- Track coach Matt Keller, named 2010 Missouri State Boys' Track Coach of the year.

-- National Merit Scholar semi-finalists Anna Carlsson, Monica Phelps and Elliot Wilson.

 -- Football head coach Rob Battle was named the St. Louis Rams High School Football Coach of the Week, August 30.

-- College counselor Katherine Bailey, Ph.D., named 2010 SEMO Counselor of the Year.

The PTO Art Sale and Auction raised over $4,000 to purchase equipment for the art department.  The art studio will soon boast 5 potter’s wheels.  The staff is evaluating several other equipment purchases with the proceeds from the sale.  Thanks to more than 40 participating artists and hundreds of shoppers who made this event so successful.

Art students are Art participating in the Transcend 2010 ladder sculpture located on Delmar at Midland. The artist, Charlie Brouwer, visited art classes and described his artwork. He explained how he sees ladders as symbolic and how he uses "borrowed" ladders from the community and returns them afterwards. Art students were intrigued and decided to participate. They painted the Art Department's ladder and "lent" it to Brouwer to be part of the piece. This public art project will be on display until October 7, 2010.

Knitting Club would like to thank Ms. JoAnn Achelpohl and Nurse Fehling for the huge donation of beautiful yarn! We are already working on scarves, hats, and socks.

Ms. Conner received a whiteboard (which is already mounted on her wall) for her class through donors.choose.org and it arrived on Sept. 17.

Yearbook and newspaper students are attending a leadership seminar at Kirkwood High School on October 1 along with 70 other students from St. Louis metro area schools.

The School District of University City registered nurses are hosting the St. Louis Suburban School Nurses Association fall conference. The conference theme is “School nurses: the key to student health.” The keynote speaker is nationally known Amy Garcia, RN MSN and executive director of the National Association of School Nurses. The conference will be held Thursday October 21, 2010 at the Sheraton in Clayton. Doors open at 4:30 pm. Cost is $35.00 if you are interested in attending call: Patricia Wilson RN 314 290-4112.

Sports Update
The softball team is 9-7 on the season under first year head coach Greg Byrne. The Lions are led offensively by Portia Terry, who is hitting at an amazing .547 batting average.  University City will play for the Suburban East Conference Tournament Championship on Tuesday, November 28 at 3:30pm at Heman Park against Ladue. 
   
The Field Hockey team is 5-5 on the season and moves to the section of the schedule heavy on public schools.  The Lions are led by Mandy York with 23 points and Merinda Morley with 17 points.  The field hockey team was recently named KPLR 11 team of the week.
   
Volleyball started the season off with three straight wins, beating McCluer South, Normandy, and Hazelwood East.
   
The girl's tennis team competed in the "D Flight" of the Suburban South & West Conference Tournament.  Kailey James finished second in the #2 singles tournament.

Rams Football Game Fund Raiser on Sunday, October 17

Please join the family and friends of University City High School as the St. Louis Rams host the San Diego Chargers at noon on Sunday October 17 in the Edwards Jones Dome!  Tickets are on sale in the business office for only $35 and include a $10 food and beverage voucher! This is a school fundraiser and proceeds benefit UCHS.  You must buy tickets no later than Thursday, Oct. 7.   If you have questions contact Marilyn Neuner at 290-4107 or at mneuner@u-city.k12.mo.us
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