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For and about University City High School
June 2, 2011 

From the Principal 

I want to personally thank everyone for the support you have given to our school this year.  While the year has had its share of challenges, let us not forget the MANY great events, activities, performances, academic successes, and positive happenings that make University City High School a place of which we are all proud.  We say good-bye and good luck to all of our graduating seniors and retiring/departing teachers.

Please make note of the following changes for the upcoming school year.  First, if your student will be taking an Advanced Placement course next year, know they will be required to take the AP exam associated with the course.  There will not be a cost to the family for taking the exam.


Fully adopting a “no drop” policy as we enter the fall, students will only be able to drop/change a course under the following situations:

· A different course needed to meet graduation requirements

· Documented academic misplacement

· Extreme personal/medical circumstances 

Any potential class changes need to have Ms. Burgdorf’s (or her designee’s) approval. All schedule adjustments must be made during the registration period.

As we come to the final weeks of the 2010-2011 school year, on behalf of the teachers, staff, and administration of University City High School, I want to share how much we genuinely appreciate your children.  Lastly, as I will be taking on a new principal position next year, I want to thank you personally for a memorable two years.  I wish you all nothing but success.

Tim Wernentin, Principal
Summer Learning Academy

June 6 through July 8 from 7:30-10:15 for first session and 10:30-1:15 for second session.  Students need to come to Brittany Woods on June 6 if they have not already signed up!

High School Registration
Registration for the upcoming school year will be August 10 from 11:00 AM to 7:00 PM, August 16 from
11 AM to 7PM, and August 18 from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM.  All students must come to registration in order to start school appropriately in the fall!. Watch the mail for more details.
Fall Sports Practice Begins August 15
All fall sports teams begin on Monday, August 8.  All athletes MUST have an updated MSHAA Physical Exam Form in order to participate.  The form is available on-line (look under UCHS, athletics, forms) or in the school office.  For more information call the athletic office at 290-4116.  All athletes must have 14 practices before they can participate in a competitive game.

Congratulations to…

 The UCHS Latin Club for winning many awards at the state Latin convention (Missouri Junior Classical League),. Including the prestigious Advanced Certamen award.
.  The Certamen team included Elliot Wilson, Ethan Farber, Anna Soifer, and Daniel Politte. 
Ethan Farber was elected State Parliamentarian. 

 Ethan, Grace Deitzler, and Matthew Robinson all received scholarships to attend National Junior Classical League Convention this summer.
Other awards include:
Caroline Martinez, 1st place, dramatic interpretation level 1
Jacob Martinez, 1st place, dramatic interpretation level 1
Ethan Farber, 1st place, dramatic interp. level 3 prose
Daniel Politte, 2nd place, dramatic interp.  level 3 prose
Elliot Wilson, 1st place, dramatic interp. level 3 poetry
Jacob Stueck, 2nd place, dramatic interp. level 3 poetry
Anna Soifer, 1st place, dramatic interp. level 3 poetry
Luke Babich, 1st place, modern myth
Matthew Robinson, 2nd place, modern myth
Caroline Martinez, 3rd place, modern myth
Anna Soifer, 1st place painting
Salenia Shaw, 1st place t-shirt design
Ethan Farber, 3rd place, Latin derivatives
Anna Soifer, 4th place, Latin derivatives
Elliot Wilson, 5th place, Latin grammar
Elliot Wilson, 2nd place, Latin reading comprehension
Daniel Politte, 1st place, Roman History and Culture
Anna Soifer, 1st place, Roman History and Culture
Luke Babich, 3rd place, Roman History and Culture
Ethan Farber, 3rd Place, Mythology
Luke Babich, 3rd place, Mythology


Junior Alex Dlugosch earned a First Place-Gold Medal in the March 31st SkillsUSA State Championships in Precision Machining Technical Information. Alex attends South Tech High School for Precision Machining every morning, returning to UCHS for his other subjects.  Alex has been selected for membership into the National Technical Honor Society

 At the annual Future Business Leaders of America state conference, Ben Mizes and Justin Dickerson(two time state qualifier) placed 7th in the Banking and Financial Systems event.  Ben also placed 4th in  state in Personal Finance. 

Luke Babich was accepted into the UMSL STARS summer research program.  
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The University City Parent Advisory Council had 3 informal coffees this year and will continue to meet next year.  Any thoughts you have about future meetings (including time & place) would be appreciated. We are also trying to identify people who are interested in advocacy on the state level.  Just contact me (Shelley Shray) at 314-863-1918 or sshray@sbcglobal.net
Don’t forget about the wonderful parent resources at Special School District. There are books, videos & DVDs in the resource center, and  information about summer programs (some I’ve highlighted below).  There is also information on community resources and agencies that support families.  Consider enrolling in the Parent Leadership Institute next year, and please check out the web resources on https://iwiki.ssdmo.org/groups/parentprogram/  

A Fond Farewell to…
Retiring Staff:   Social Worker Ms. Ponchita Argieard          College and Career Counselor Dr. Kathi Bailey, and Volunteer Coordinator Ms. Elaine Alexander.

Transferring to the Lieberman Learning Center:
 Chris Blumenhorst, Darlene Donegan, & Lorraine Eason.  David Gammon is transferring to Brittany Woods.

Moving on & out of the district: Rebecca Gaines (Social Studies) to Chicago, Jennifer Ice (Latin) to St. Louis U. High School,  Bunmi Ramey (Guidance Counselor) to Austin, Texas, and Tim Wernentin (Principal) to Rock Island, Illinois.
We wish them all the best of luck in their future projects.

Athletic ROARport!!

The University City High School Spring sports teams wrapped up a successful end to the 2010-11 school year.  The Lions had several new coaches, numerous success stories, and fourteen state qualifiers. 

Matt Brooks took over as the head girls’ soccer coach and led the Lions to a six win season, including a 10-0 victory in the MSHSAA District semi-finals over Vashon.  The Lions finished as District Runner-up falling to Rosati-Kain.  The soccer program has shown an increase in participation, and a JV team was added to accommodate the increased
interest.

Rick Seim had a successful first season as the Head Varsity Baseball coach, leading the Lions to one of their best seasons in several decades.  The Lions won 12 games this season, including victories over Eureka, Hazelwood Central, Chaminade, and Parkway North.  The Lions won
the North County Classic Tournament, and ended their season against #1 SLUH in the MSHSAA District Semi-Finals.  Kevin Phillips led the team with a .500 batting average and 7 HRs.

Faycal Ibnabdeljalil enjoyed steady progress in his first season at the helm of the boys’ tennis program.  The Lions made consistent improvement all season that showed in final scores late in the season.  The Lions were led by their #1 singles player, Alec Kaczkowski who participated in the MSHSAA Boy's State High School Tennis Championships held in Springfield, MO on May 27-28th.  Alec placed  fifth place in state in a field of 16 top players.  Alec's only loss in two days of play came to senior Charlie Curtis of MICDS, who would later go on to win the state singles championship. 

The University City golf program was short on numbers, but big on heart.  The Lions were very competitive all season, showing consistent improvement.  Bryce Balber was the team’s ace this season, placing in the MSHSAA District and Sectional Tournament, and qualifying for the MSHSAA State Championships in Joplin, MO.

The Water Polo team had another solid season and showed improvement as the season progressed.  Daniel Egan led the team with 81 points, scoring 37 goals.  Lawrence McCadney added 16 goals, and Rashod Doyle chipped in 12 goals on the season.

The Boys’ Volleyball team struggled with low participation numbers, but showed heart, determination, and grit to finish the season strong.   The Lions featured match victories over Borgia and North County Tech, and
were eliminated in a tough match 2-1 to Bayless in the District Tournament.  Avion Ashford led the team in several categories and will be counted on to lead the team to new heights next season.

The Track teams enjoyed a high level of success this season.  The girls’ team finished as the runner-up in the MSHSAA District Championship meet, and a total of 12 Lions qualified for the MSHSAA State Championships in
Jefferson City, MO.  The State Championship qualifiers included: Kayla Heidelberg, Lydia Bohlen, Erika Murphy, Crystal Laden, Jamesha Howard, Chantel Bethune, Quindara Jackson, Erisha Porter, Ashley White,
Andreaunna Hawkins, Emmanuel Price, and Darion Boure.


During the past school year, a total of 526 students volunteered for a total of 13,364 hours.  This is the highest number of volunteer hours achieved in the past 8 years. 
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