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Dear University City stakeholders,



I grew up in the small town of DeWitt, Michigan, just north of the capital of Lansing. I became the first in my family of three generations to buck attending Michigan State University, choosing instead to travel to the University of Missouri-Columbia to become a journalist.  After four years and one change of major, the Show-Me State had shown me the two great loves of my life: the art of educating young people and the woman who would become my wife. I have been a Missourian ever since. 


When I arrived at University City High School in January 2000, I was anxious to begin my student teaching under the tutelage of Margaret Williams.  Luckily for me, I was groomed by a master teacher who would later become the Missouri State Teacher of the Year.  I was even more fortunate when a job opened up in the Social Studies department at the end of my student teaching experience.  By the fall, I was a full-time U City teacher and coach.  


During my eight years in the classroom and in the locker room, I cultivated a philosophy of teaching and learning that served me well at UCHS.  I did my best to bring a passion to my job every day that was contagious.  I demanded maximum effort and respectable behavior from my students and players.  I went out of my way to establish relationships with the families of my students and players.  Most of all, I tried to instill a sense of pride in representing the Black and Gold.  


As the new Interim Assistant Principal at UCHS, I have taken this philosophy out of the classroom and locker room and pushed it into other areas of the building.  I work hard to create a positive and boisterous presence in the hallways, hoping to put a smile on a student’s face as I quicken their pace to class.  I work with teachers to show them the tricks that helped me to manage my classroom effectively and promote learning for all.  I keep communication lines open with the parents and guardians of all my students, making phone calls for the good news and not just the bad. I still represent the Black and Gold and feel honored that I can continue my professional journey at the place where it all began for me.  

Sincerely,  Brian Rich

Families: How would you improve UCHS? Get your ideas into the School Improvement Plan and join Mr. B on Sat., Oct. 25 at 8:30 am for coffee, doughnuts and discussion.


UCHS Calendar
October

25
8:15 am, ACT test 

25
8:30 am, School Improvement meeting w/ Mr. B.
25
6 pm, UCHSAA and UCEF Trivia Night at 
Heman Park Community Center

27
4-8 pm, Parent/Teacher Conferences

28
Dress For Success Day, make-up picture day

29
4-7:30 pm, Parent/Teacher Conferences

31
NO SCHOOL 

November
4
NO SCHOOL – Election Day

7, 8
7:15 pm, “Deathtrap” performed in small theater

11 1:30 pm, Veterans Day Program

12 7 pm, PTO meeting in Advisement Center, rm. 257

13 Athletic Boosters Meeting, 7 pm, Advisement Center

20
Career Fair

26-28
NO SCHOOL – Thanksgiving break

Year Books, letter jackets and school apparel will be for sale during the conferences.  SENIOR FILES ON SALE NOW FOR YEARBOOK! BUY A FULL PAGE OR TWO FULL PAGES BEFORE NOV. 14 AND SAVE $25-$50! See Mrs. Williams for details.

Cardinals Concession Workers made $5,000 for the PTO.  Thanks to the 40 parent volunteers who sold concessions at 5 Cardinal games this past summer, the PTO has more money to spend on our students.  To keep this program going we need at least another 20 volunteers to share the job.  Will you step up to the plate and commit to attending one training session and working two games (8 hour shifts) next summer?  Contact coordinator Mark Luber at 721-4428 and volunteer NOW so he can make plans with the Cardinals.  It’s fun, profitable for the PTO, and a great way to meet other families.

Fall Theater Season Begins with Deathtrap

Black Mask (the new name for the High School’s varsity drama club) is producing Ira Levin's “Deathtrap” on Friday November 7 and Saturday November 8th. Only $5 (all adults) and $3 for any student with ID. The curtain is at 7:15 pm. Enter from the Balson Avenue doors and follow signs to the lecture hall.

Red Dagger (the new name for the new Freshman drama club) is producing Mary Clark's “Harvey” on Friday Dec. 5th and Saturday Dec. 6th. Only $5 (all adults), $3 for students with ID. The curtain is at 7:15 pm in the lecture hall.

Has Your Senior’s College Process Begun?

Take advantage of our district’s online Naviance Family Connection System to search for colleges, request transcripts and teacher recommendations, communicate with college counselor Dr. Bailey, and track and confirm that requested information has been sent.  Contact the Guidance office to get your parent and student login information so you can use this system.  

For students applying to schools that use the Common Application (commonapp.org), please note that you must submit your materials either all online or all by paper.  Online submissions have several advantages.  The submissions are immediate and avoid the possibility of post office delays or the application being lost in transit.  Typically, you will receive an online confirmation that your materials have been sent and/or received.  Naviance coordinates with the Common Application such that the Guidance office can submit transcripts, teacher recommendations and reports online to the colleges that accept the Common Application.  

Best of luck, and may your mailbox be filled with only acceptances!

UCHS Choir Stars Sing Out

Congratulations to our UCHS students who have been accepted into this year’s St. Louis Suburban Junior/Senior All District Choir. It is a tough competition!

Darrion Alford, Margie Robinson, Steven Kirkman, Isiah Simpson, and Cameron Tesson all passed the rigorous audition process to join this prestigious choir. Also congratulations to Shelby Anderson, Ahsjah Orr, Dorothy Woods, Javon Jordan, Ryan Humphry, Daylon Brown and Josh Dallas who have been accepted into the St. Louis Suburban Freshman/Sophomore All District Choir.

These students worked very hard at preparing for their audition.  They had to prepare a solo (in 'classical' nature) and identify all of the major key signatures and sing two selections 'at sight' (never before seen).  

Get up to date information on all UCHS sports teams including game times and locations at www.highschoolsports.net.

Sports Report from the U

Soccer – At the McCluer Soccer Tournament, Joey Ferber was named to the all-tournament team.  Congratulations!

Tennis – Anna Kaczkowski placed 2nd at the Class 1 District Tournament at MICDS.  She qualifies for the state tournament for the 2nd time in her career and heads to Springfield with a 19-2 record on the season.

Football – Team is 2-5 heading into District play.  Clayton is first up this weekend for Homecoming, then trips to Jennings and Normandy to get to the playoffs.

Field Hockey – Sarah Ferguson is among area leaders in scoring, and tied for 2nd in total points with 36 and also 2nd in goals scored.  Sarah is also in the top ten along with Elsa Stuart in assists.  Kat Simpson is among area leaders in scoring with 21 points and 9 goals.  The team celebrated their 80th year on October 17th by inviting former players and Coaches from 1938 to 2008 to a field dedication to long-time Coach Virginia Dicus who is currently 95 years of age.  The hockey field was named in her honor.  Coach Dicus taught and coached at the U from 1938-1977.

Softball – The team ended the season with a loss in the District tournament.  The Lady Lions were one of the highest scoring teams in the area and were much improved from last season.  With most of the roster back next year, they have a lot to look forward to.

Cross Country: The team recently finished 2nd overall at the Border Wars on the SIUE campus.  David Lambus finished 5th and Tom Kenyon took home a 7th place medal.

Swimming – At the Cape Central Relays, the swim team finished 11th overall.  Medalists include Matt Zaggy, 1st in the 50 free and 3rd in the 100 free, and the medley relay took 8th place.  Zaggy is currently seeded 11th in the state.

Volleyball – The JV volleyball team competed at the Suburban East Tournament.  They lost their first game to Clayton but bounced back to beat Berkeley and play Normandy in the Silver bracket finals.  Although they lost, Coach Aboussie said it was the best they have played all season.

Winter seasons are just around the bend...please note the start dates of our winter try-outs:  Wrestling begins on November 3rd, Basketball on November 10th, and Girls Swim on November 17th.

Remember to use your Schnucks script card every time you shop.  The UCHS PTO made more than $2,000 last year through this program.





Join the UCHS e-group at 


 � HYPERLINK "http://us.mc364.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=UCHSPTO-subscribe@yahoogroups.com" \t "_blank" �UCHSPTO-subscribe@yahoogroups.com�
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