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Dear Parents and Guardians:

Welcome to the 2008-09 school year at University City High School.  As interim principal, I am pleased to invite you to join with us in your child's educational journey.   Students at the high school can choose from diverse classes as well as participate in numerous extracurricular activities including sports, student government, the arts, and a range of clubs.  We encourage you to get fully involved in the school's academic and extracurricular life.  We have a dynamic PTO and other venues for parental and community involvement, so please join us.

This year we are continuing the 93 percent attendance policy.  In order to attend or participate in sporting events, dances, and other extracurricular activities, students must have at least a 93 percent attendance rate.  Therefore, if your child is sick at home or has a doctor's appointment, 
it is important that you notify the attendance office at 
290-4118.  (Also, please try to schedule doctors’ appointments outside of school hours whenever possible.)

PARENTLINK is a quick and convenient means to keep track of your child's attendance, grades, and disciplinary record via the Internet.  All that is required is an e-mail address.  Please contact Ms. Christine Brooks at 290-4118.

I also encourage you to contact your child's teachers through their school e-mail address.  Please allow them at least a 24-hour turnaround.  If they have not gotten back to you by then, please send them a reminder and allow another 24-hour turnaround.  After that, please feel free to contact your child's alpha principal.  Teachers also can be contacted by going to the high school's website, finding the department, and then the teacher's name.


Again, welcome to a new school year.  I look forward to working with you to provide your child with the richest educational experience possible, and I'll be sharing more information with you as the year progresses.

Respectfully,

Christopher F. Blumenhorst 


UCHS Calendar
September
26
7:50 am, PTO Academic Awards in the auditorium 

29
12 noon early release for high school students 

October

9, 10
School Picture Day, during math classes

11
9:30 am, Community Engagement meeting at Julia Goldstein Childhood Center, discussing facilities 

14
6:30 pm, Community Engagement meeting at Pershing School, same topic

13-18
Homecoming Week

15
PSAT testing for Juniors and Sophomores

15
7 pm, PTO meeting in room 257 

16
7 pm, Athletic Boosters meeting in room 257

18
Homecoming Parade

18
12 noon, Homecoming Football Game (vs. Clayton)

18
7-11 pm, Homecoming Dance at UCHS (tickets must be purchased in advance) 

19
Noon to 3 pm, NACAC College Fair at Saint Louis Univ. (Simon Recreation Center, 3639 Laclede Ave.)

25
ACT test 

25
6 pm, UCHSAA and UCEF Trivia Night at 
Heman Park Community Center

27
4-8 pm, Parent/Teacher Conferences

29
4-7:30 pm, Parent/Teacher Conferences

31
NO SCHOOL 

Get up to date information on all UCHS sports teams including game times and locations at www.highschoolsports.net



UCHS PTO – Please Pay Yearly Dues 

Help the PTO meet its annual budget of $8,000 so that we can print the Buzz Book, provide academic letters to students, provide free transportation to local college fairs, honor teacher wish lists and support school field trips and other activities. We ask every family to donate a minimum of $5. Every family is always a full voting member of the PTO. Let’s support our school and help our kids!

YES, I enclose the following yearly dues to the UCHS PTO.

___$5 ___$15 ___$25 ___$50 ___$100 ___$200___Other

Paid by ___cash ___ check (payable to “UCHS PTO”)

Student’s name


Grade 

Parents/guardian’s name 



Day phone #


Evening phone # 

Email address




Return to UCHS office, attention PTO mailbox

Mail to UCHS at 7401 Balson Avenue, University City, MO 63130

UCHS YEARBOOK 

Buy your University City High School yearbook NOW for only $45! Remember: the price goes up after December 1. 

To order your yearbook, please provide the following:

Student’s name


Grade 

Parents/guardian’s name 



Day phone #


Evening phone # 

Email address




Because you are ordering your yearbook prior to December 1, you receive a complimentary name plate! Please print your name (or nickname) as you would like it to appear (limit of 30 characters including spaces):

Payment Information

__$45 cash __check (payable to “University City High School”)
Check number


Name on check 


Or order online at www.herffjones.com/theordercenter
Enter order #8267 or call 1-866-287-3096 M-F, 8 am-5 pm.

Return to UCHS office, attention PTO mailbox


UCHS Athletic Boosters Club Membership 

Support our student athletes! Get a season pass to any regular season home game, and participate as a volunteer, spectator, or fund-raiser. YES, I enclose membership for:

Student $10 ____  
Individual Adult $15 ____  

Family $40 ____ 
Super Supporter $50+ ____

Make checks payable to “UCHS Athletic Boosters”

Student’s name


Grade 

Parents/guardian’s name 



Day phone #


Evening phone # 

Email address




Additional family members (up to 5 more at one address; 
full names please)

1. _______________ 2. _______________ 3. _______________

4. ____________________ 5. ______________________

Return to UCHS office, attention PTO mailbox

Mail to UCHS at 7401 Balson Avenue, University City, MO 63130

 Also see

http://www.ucityschools.org/vnews/display.v/ART/4894c4d31bab0

UCHS Alumni Association Membership

Name 




Maiden Name 

Year graduated 


Address 




City 




State 

ZIP 


E-Mail Address 




Phone Number 



❑ Graduate    ❑ Classmate    ❑ Alum By Choice
❑ I'd like to join the Alumni Association

Enclosed is my payment of $15. 

Please make checks payable to “University City High School Alumni Association,” or “UCHS AA” and mail to
8136 Groby Road, University City, MO 63130
College Planning Information

Students and their families are encouraged to use NAVIANCE/Family Connection to assist in the college admission process and financial aid search.  Through this website, students can research and apply to colleges, apply for financial aid, research scholarships, download applications for UCHS scholarships, and register for ACT and SAT.  Call Ms. Snyder at 290-4110 to get an access code. Visit the site at connection.naviance.com/univcityhs. 

At this point, seniors should be:

· Organizing applications and creating a list of colleges on NAVIANCE.  List all application requirements and deadlines.  Deadlines are listed on NAVIANCE for your convenience.

· Take the ACT and/or SAT – fee waivers available.

· Request letters of recommendation from teachers and others early.

· Talk with parents about college costs.  How much can your family afford? Explore your options for funding.

· Register with www.fastweb.com  and check for new scholarships.

· Visit www.finaid.org to learn about financial aid.

· November: If applying through Early Action or Early Decision, submit application this month.

Upcoming:

PSAT – October 15, 2008; contact Cynthia Ross

PLAN – November date TBD

ASVAB – December date TBD

Financial Aid Night – January 13, 2009

ACT – visit www.act.org  or NAVIANCE see complete list of test dates and to register (fee waiver available for students who qualify)  

For more information contact 

Katherine Bailey, Ph.D., College/Career Resource Coordinator, kabailey@u-city.k12.mo.us  290-4111


PTO Report

With your help, the UCHS PTO was able to raise 
$18,000 and did wonderful things last year!  Here are 
the highlights:

Ultimately, everything we do is in support of our students!  We awarded 228 academic awards, donated $1000 for healthy snacks on testing days, donated $1000 for attendance awards, and hosted a fun-filled & safe graduation party. 

· We supported our teachers by providing wish list items totaling over $2800, hosting 3 luncheons, and giving 137 gift bags during Teacher Appreciation Week. 

· We supported our families in time of need by donating approximately $1000 to the First Annual Holiday Appeal (all funds went to U City School District families), as well as supporting two families who were victims of fire. 

· We kept parents informed with e-group mailings, special forums such as the Interim Principal discussions, and Buzz Books.  We also chipped in $2000 for the new marquee, and we paid for the Parent Handbook as well as a substantial portion of this newsletter.  And of course, there’s always an opportunity to get the scoop first-hand by attending the monthly PTO meetings. 

· We engaged our community through Dine Out, and the U City Schools night Cardinals Game. 

· We got to know each other better (and raised $5000!) while working together on projects such as Cardinals concessions.

We look forward to your continued support in 2008-09.  

Athletic Booster News

Check out the new UCHS Athletic Boosters Club's page on the district's web site.  Go to www.ucityschools.org, click on the high school link, click on the athletics link, and go to the booster button.  There you will find our newly enacted bylaws, listing of executive committee contacts, notices of meetings, membership forms, monthly minutes, sports updates, etc. 




Fall Wide World of Sports

by Coach Pat Oligschlaeger

UCHS athletics just purchased an on-line educational recruiting system that will help our athletes create their own “blueprint for success.”  

Log on to www.thecoachcircle.com/school/516 to help prepare your student athlete for college.  It has lots of great information for students at all high school grade levels, so don’t wait until senior year to use this site.  This site will also soon be linked to our district website.  


Off-season - Two U-City wrestlers competed at the Midwest Nationals wrestling tournament over the summer.  DeMarco Kemp won the 236 lb weight class and Justin Nicks took first in the 115 lb class, both becoming national champs!  With their hard work during the off-season, we can expect great things from both this wrestling season.

Tennis - Team record is 1-4 with the win over Mehlville by a score of 5-2.  Anna Kaczkowski leads the team with a sparkling 5-1 record and is determined to get back to the state tournament this season.  Paige Moore, Rachael Sobotka, Lauren Hopes, and Najeana Henderson all return for the Lady Lions from last year to lead the team.

Football - With many returning starters back this season, hopes are high this year for a playoff berth.  The team has started 0-3 from a rugged schedule but has been very competitive.  DeMarco Kemp and Cameron Albritton led the defense that held Parkway North to just 9 points while Tyler Davis leads the team in rushing.  The Lions beat Rockwood 28 to 18 in a big conference match-up on their spirit night!  Play-maker Deante' Faulkner scored the first touchdown in the Rockwood game to spark his team to victory.    Clayton is our Homecoming opponent on 10/18.

Soccer - The boys soccer team is in a rebuilding mode this season starting 5 freshmen and 4 sophomores.  The team started 1-5 and is starting to bond as a team and understanding what it takes to play at the varsity level.  Captains Robert Blumer and Justin Spence have worked with the players to develop team spirit and playing integrity.




Volleyball - The Lady Lions volleyball squad has many returning and first year players coming into the season.  They boast a 2nd place finish at the McCluer South-Berkeley Tournament as well as beating Berkeley at home for their first win.  


Softball - The Lady Lions softball team has started the year with an impressive win at Berkeley by a score of 20-3.  The win put the Lady Lions into the 3rd place game of the Suburban East tournament against Jennings.  Kendra Minnis had 2 homers and 6 RBI's and Kayla Heidelberg pitched 4 strong innings allowing only 1 run on 4 hits.  The team also beat Normandy with a 20 run game.  WOW-these ladies can hit!!!  Due to the flooding, all remaining games have been moved to away sites.  For directions, sites and times, call the Athletic Office at 290-4106.

Field Hockey - The Lady Lion field hockey team recently competed in the 11th Annual Gateway Classic coming away with a win, a tie and a loss.  The team has been very competitive, beating Clayton and Rosati Kain.  The team beat Parkway West 8-0.  The team is pumped up and scoring lots of goals!!!  This season also marks the 80th anniversary of field hockey at U-City and the team invites the community to celebrate this event at the home game on 10/17.  Pre event ceremonies introducing the past coaches begin at 4pm followed by a post game celebration. 

Swimming - The boys swim team has gotten off to a strong start finishing 5th at their own Invitational and beating Mehlville and Hazelwood East in dual meets.  Mat Zaggy already qualifies for the state meet in the 50 free, 100 free, and 200 free.

Cross Country - The cross country team placed 2nd at the 1st Capitol Invitational in St. Charles.  Led by David Lambus and his 1st place finish.  Eli Katz, Justin and Julian Nicks, and Nick Shafer-Skelton also medaled.  The Lions  placed 4th at the Webster Invitational beating out conference rivals Webster and Parkway Central.  


A BIG THANK YOU to parents  Jean and Dave Ferguson, Dale and Carol Klooster, Mike and Julie McCray, and Nancy and John Mozier who helped clean the hockey field after the flood..  Kudos also to Mike McCray who repaired and painted the goals and to Dr. Julie McCray, who fit team members with custom mouthpieces.


FREE YOGA AND DANCE CLASSES FOR THE UCHS COMMUNITY (parents, students & staff)

Thursday – Yoga classes 3-4pm, in the dance studio  ~~  Friday – Dance classes 3-4pm, in the dance studio

Who can you contact with questions about your student?


If your last name begins with:


A-G	Alpha Principal Brian Rich & Counselor Cynthia Ross


H-Q	Alpha Principal Dayle Burgdorf & Counselor Al Haushalter


P-Z	Alpha Principal D’Angello Collier & Counselor Peggy DeSutter
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