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For and about University City High School
September 19, 2011

A Word From Our Principal

Welcome back!

On behalf of the administrative team, I would like to welcome you to the 2011-2012 school year!  We hope you had a restful and relaxing summer.

We are hitting the ground running! Students have completed three weeks of school and Homecoming is only one week away.  As we celebrate the 100th year of our school district, this year’s homecoming parade and dance will have even more meaning.  Please make plans to attend all of the weekend’s activities.

Parents, we are asking for your continued support of our attendance policy.  Students must have a 93% attendance rate to participate in any after school activities.  If you have questions or concerns about your student’s attendance, please contact the attendance office at (314)290-4118.

Today’s high school students have many choices as they move forward in their educational and personal lives.  Parents, I encourage you to stay involved in your student’s lives.  Studies have shown that parental involvement in a child’s education is one of the strongest indicators of student achievement.  Involvement looks different for every parent.  If you are able to visit the school during the day, please feel free to do so.  If you would rather communicate with teachers and administrators through email, please make sure that your email address is correct in the database system.  Whatever involvement looks like for you, the faculty is willing to accommodate.  Please let us know how we can help.

There is so much to look forward to during the 2011-2012 school year.  It is my job and the job of our faculty and staff to assist your child in achieving his/her goals.  If you ever need to speak to school personnel, please don’t hesitate to contact us.

I look forward to getting to know each of you better as the year moves on and it is my hope that we all have a successful and rewarding school year.

Sincerely,

Ms. Dayle Burgdorf, Interim Principal

Colleges Visiting UCHS
 Students need a pass from their guidance counselor to attend these sessions

Tuesday, Sept. 20

U. of Central Missouri at 11:30 am








Avila University at 1:30 pm

Thursday, Sept. 22

Knox College at 11 am

Monday, Sept. 26

Macalester College at 11:30 am

Wed., Sept. 28


Southern Il. U.- Carbondale at 1:00

Thurs. Sept. 29


Washington U. at 1:30

Thurs. Oct. 6


Fontbonne U. at 9:00 am

Tues. Oct. 11


Sewanee: U. of South at 10:45 am

Mon. Oct. 17



Lincoln College at 11 am

Tues. Oct. 18


Westminster College at 11 am

Wed. Oct. 26


U. of Mo., Kansas City at 1:00

UCHS Calendar
September
16
ACT test registration deadline: for October test.  All seniors are eligible to take this test for FREE

20
7 pm Senior Parent Night

23
7 pm Hall of Fame Dinner at Crown Plaza Hotel.  Tickets for sale in business office $80

24
10 am  Homecoming Parade


12:30 pm  home football game


7 –11 pm. Student Homecoming Dance at UCHS $12 Semi-formal attire required. Dress code rules will be enforced.  

28
Make-up photos for seniors after school.  Sign up with Ms. Williams in room 346 by Sept. 26.

October

4
7 pm SSD Parent Coffee at Barbara Jordan School

5,6
Yearbook photo shoot for freshmen, sophomores  and juniors during math class.

11
7 pm Band Boosters meeting in teacher’s lounge

12
7:15 am PSAT test for sophomores and juniors

13
10 am Academic Awards Assembly in auditorium 

13
7 pm PTO meeting in the library

18
7 pm Athletic Boosters meeting in library

22
8:00 am ACT test 

24
6:30 pm Missouri Assoc. for College Admission Counseling Annual College Fair hosted by UCHS in the gym
PSAT Test
Juniors should register for the October 12 PSAT in their social studies classes by Tuesday, September 27.  The test is free, and is the first step towards qualification for the National Merit Scholar program.  Sophomores may pay $13 in the business office no later than Friday, September 30, to also take this test for practice.  Juniors will take the test in the auditorium while sophomores will test in the  UCHS lecture hall. 

College Application Instructions For Seniors

Give completed college admissions and scholarship applications to the Guidance Secretary Mrs. Snyder.  Your application requires an official transcript for which you must give permission for the school to release. Applications must be either typed or printed in black ink.

Application fees must be paid by check or money order – no cash will be accepted. Fee waivers (a maximum of six) may be submitted if you qualify to receive free or reduced lunch. The school does not pay for the mailing of college/scholarship applications. You are required to pay for your own postage.

Special School District NEWS
The U. City School District Parent Advisory Committee (PAC) first Parent Coffee will be Tuesday, October 4, 7:00 pm at Barbara C Jordan, 1500 North 82nd Blvd., Room 120 (the Media room on the first floor, off of the Library).  Babysitting will be provided. The main topics will be, “Who’s Who at SSD”, and setting up a mentoring program in the district for new families of children receiving services.  The 2nd coffee is scheduled for December 7, 9:30 am at McNair.  For details contact Shelley Shray, U City PAC Representative at sshray@sbcglobal.net or 314-863-1918.

Special School District has a wealth of reference and educational materials available to families at its Central Office,12110 Clayton Road-just east of Ballas Rd.  SSD also offers free workshops for SSD Families.  

For a complete list of SSD workshops, go to 

 https://iwiki.ssdmo.org/groups/parentprogram/wiki/54e8b/Parent_Workshops.html

TO REGISTER: call 314-989-8108 or go to www.solutionwhere.com/ssd
UCHS PTO – Please Pay Yearly Dues 

Help the PTO meet its annual budget of $18,000 so that we can print the Buzz Book, provide academic letters to students, provide free transportation to local college fairs, honor teacher wish lists and support school field trips and other activities. We ask every family to donate a minimum of $5. Every family is always a full voting member of the PTO. Let’s support our school and help our kids!

YES, I enclose the following yearly dues to the UCHS PTO.

___$5 ___$15 ___$25 ___$50 ___$100 ___$200___Other

Paid by ___cash ___ check (payable to “UCHS PTO”)

Student’s name


Grade 

Parents/guardian’s name 



Day phone #


Evening phone # 

Email address




Return to UCHS office, attention PTO mailbox

Mail to UCHS at 7401 Balson Avenue, University City, MO 63130

Did You Know…

Ms. Hackmeyer’s AP English Language & Composition classes will once again be partnering with Washington University by taking part in their freshman read The Cellist of Sarajevo by Steven Galloway, a work of fiction set during the Bosnian War of the 1990s.  Each of our AP Lang students will receive a complimentary copy of The Cellist of Sarajevo—courtesy of Washington University--which we will study and discuss in class.  In addition, we will attend an October field trip to the university to view the art of Zlatko Cosic and hear him discuss his wartime experiences. 

Ms. Claunch's Drawing class will begin working with artist Rudy Zapf and COCA. To kick off the residency, students will go on a field trip to the COCA gallery where they will see and hear about Zapf's work and the work of Lisa Bulawsky currently on display. Both of these artists create art that expresses the memories and experiences of older people. Students will work with Zapf to create their own art which will be exhibited in the COCA gallery. Opening reception is Thursday, October 13 from 4:30-6:00 pm.

Because of high demand, Knitting Club began early this year. We will meet on Thursdays from 2:30-3:45 in Ms. Claunch's room 148. Our volunteer sponsors, Ms. Karen and Ms. Mary, are excited to be back. Any donations of yarn or knitting needles are greatly appreciated! Everyone is welcome. Don't know how to knit? We'll teach you.
Beginning Oct. 3 and ending Oct. 21 the UCHS Ballet and Modern Dance students and the Dance 7-8 students will be participating in a residency with the Martha Graham Dance Company. They will study technique daily, with additional focus on the history of the company and cross-curricular connections.  At 11 am on Oct. 14 they will take a field trip to the Touhill Center for the Arts at UMSL to attend a performance by the company.

Get up to date information on all UCHS sports teams including game times and locations at www.highschoolsports.net
UCHS Athletic Boosters Club Membership 

Support our student athletes! Get a season pass to any regular season home game, and participate as a volunteer, spectator, or fund-raiser. YES, I enclose membership for:

Student $10 ____  
Individual Adult $15 ____  

Family $40 ____ 
Super Supporter $50+ ____

Make checks payable to “UCHS Athletic Boosters”

Student’s name


Grade 

Parents/guardian’s name 



Day phone #


Evening phone # 

Email address




Additional family members (up to 5 more at one address; 
full names please)

1. _______________ 2. _______________ 3. _______________

4. ____________________ 5. ______________________

Return to UCHS office, attention PTO mailbox

Mail to UCHS at 7401 Balson Avenue, University City, MO 63130

Athletic Report
Girls Volleyball:  The team started their season with a tough loss to McCluer South-Berkeley last week.  The match was tied at 1 game each before the Lions fell 25-23 in the deciding game.  Breaonna Conner had 5 aces and Autumn Jacobs had 2 kills in the loss.

Varsity Football:  The Lions were in action last Friday at home against Parkway North and came away with a 25-20 victory for their 1st win of the season.  DeAndre Williams led the Lions in rushing and passing and has been named Post Dispatch Athlete of the Week for his outstanding performance. 

Cross Country:  The team performed well at the Webster Groves Invitational.  Medalists included Karlin Barnes, Connor Crowe, Derrick Freeman, Derrion Lambert, Eliana Hudson, and Claire Hulett.  The Lions will be back on the track Thursday at the Lutheran North Invitational at Spanish Lake Park.

Boys Soccer: The team started off the season on a high note by blasting Winfield 7-1.  Bryce Balber led the way with 2 goals and an assist.  Ben Mizes, Alex Yentumi, Matt Looby, John Martinez, and Ben Aronberg all scored a goal each to lead the Lions to victory.  A close 2-1 loss to Crossroads finished the week for the Lions who compete next at the McCluer Tournament.

Field Hockey: The girls started out the season strong by downing Rockwood Summit, Parkway North, and Whitfield in their first 3 regular season games.  The Lady Lions also participated in the Gateway Classic over Labor Day weekend and came away with a win, a loss, and a tie.  The girls are back in action this week against Parkway West, Webster Groves, and Brentwood.

Softball: The team took on Normandy last week and came away with an 18-13 win at home.  Jordan Kennedy pitched a complete game to get the win.  The Lady Lions also won by forfeit against Gateway Tech to round out the week.

Please remember to use your Schnucks Scrip card when you buy your groceries.  The PTO gets a percentage of your bill, and it doesn’t cost you a thing!  Let the Schnucks family help support our schools.
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