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For and about University City High School
October 10, 2011

A Word From Our Principal

Happy Fall!
We are coming off one of the best homecoming celebrations I have seen!  It’s a great time to be a Lion!

Each year we work toward improving the use of technology in our classrooms.  I am happy to report that by Winter break we will install an additional 12 Smart Boards in high school classrooms!  These tools will allow teachers to receive immediate feedback from students while they are teaching a lesson.  

As we settle into the routines of the school year, I want to remind you that good study habits start at home.  One simple key is to provide a consistent time and place for them to do homework.  My place was always at the kitchen counter, the middle seat to be exact!  This consistency shows your student that school is important to you and should be important to them!  Time is a big factor too.  Parents, you know your kids.  If they need to do their study time immediately after school, then set that time.  If later in the evening is better then use that.  Please try to devote a minimum of an hour each evening to homework.  Again the key is consistency.  If you have more questions around study habits please feel free to contact your student’s counselor.  If you need additional study habit tips and keys to success visit: 

www.time-managementsuccess.com/good-study-habits
As the cold and flu season begins please monitor your student’s attendance.  If your child is out sick we need to be notified within 24 hours.  If you have questions please call the attendance office at 290-4118.  We are striving for a building wide attendance goal of 93% attendance this year.  Help us reach our goal!
Colleges Visiting UCHS
 Students need a pass from their guidance counselor to attend these sessions

Mon. Oct. 17



Lincoln College at 11 am

Tues. Oct. 18


Whittier College at 8:15 am

Tues. Oct. 18


Westminster College at 11 am

Thurs. Oct. 20


Claremont McKenna College 11 am

Wed. Oct. 26


U. of Mo., Kansas City at 1:00

Thurs. Oct. 27


Harris Stowe State U. at 9 am

Wed. Nov. 2



U. of Missouri St. Louis at 11 am

Thurs. Nov. 3


Webster U. at 8:45 am

UCHS Calendar
October
12
7:15 am PSAT test for sophomores and juniors

12
6:30 – 8 pm.  See Our Pride See our Schools, tour UCHS and the Liberman Learning Center

13
10 am Academic Awards Assembly in auditorium 

13
7 pm PTO meeting in the library

15
9 am – noon. Free ACT prep class on science & math at UCHS.  Lunch will be provided

16
Noon – 3 pm National College Fair at St. Louis U. 

18
7 pm Athletic Boosters meeting in library

20
7 pm School Board Meeting at McNair

22
8:00 am ACT test 

24
6:30 pm Missouri Assoc. for College Admission Counseling Annual College Fair hosted by UCHS in the gym

26
6:30 pm Conversation with the Superintendent in the newly renovated Jackson Park School library.

28

NO SCHOOL staff professional day

November

3
7 pm Athletic Booster meeting in library

3
5:45 pm School Board work session at McNair

10
Early release, Parent/Teacher conferences from 4 
 8 pm

11
School closed.  Building open for parent/teacher conferences from 8 – 11:30 am

College Application Instructions For Seniors

Give completed college admissions and scholarship applications to the Guidance Secretary Mrs. Snyder.  Your application requires an official transcript for which you must give permission for the school to release. Applications must be either typed or printed in black ink.

Application fees must be paid by check or money order – no cash will be accepted. Fee waivers (a maximum of six) may be submitted if you qualify to receive free or reduced lunch. The school does not pay for the mailing of college/scholarship applications. You are required to pay for your own postage.

Please remember to use your Schnucks Scrip card when you buy your groceries.  The PTO gets a percentage of your bill, and it doesn’t cost you a thing!  Let the Schnucks family help support our schools.

Special School District NEWS
  The 2nd coffee is scheduled for December 7, 9:30 am at McNair.  For details contact Shelley Shray, U City PAC Representative at sshray@sbcglobal.net or 314-863-1918.

Special School District has a wealth of reference and educational materials available to families at its Central Office,12110 Clayton Road-just east of Ballas Rd.  SSD also offers free workshops for SSD Families.  

For a complete list of SSD workshops, go to 

 https://iwiki.ssdmo.org/groups/parentprogram/wiki/54e8b/Parent_Workshops.html

TO REGISTER: call 314-989-8108 or go to www.solutionwhere.com/ssd
Did You Know…

Congratulations to Luke Babich and Khalid McGhee who were selected in to the All-District Junior and Senior Choir and who are among the top 20 bass singers in the county of St. Louis.  They will be auditioning for the All State choir in late October.  Congratulations to Kat Williams who was selected into the All-District Women's Choir.

Over 100 students attended a private showing in the UCHS auditorium on Sept. 26 of the documentary Give a Damn? , which won first prize for a documentary in the St. Louis film series over the summer.  The producer/director and those involved conducted a Q&A with our students after the screening.  This film documented the journey of three young men across three continents attempting to live on a $1.25 per day.  It is a unique perspective on extreme poverty.
Support U. City’s own literary magazine, Spectrum, by purchasing a copy in the Business Office for only $10.  The $10 price helps cover the cost of printing and ensures that our magazine will have a budget to continue for the 2011-2012 school year.

Yearbook senior files are available for purchase in the business office or at yearbookordercenter.com. Reduced rates available until November 18.

Don’t forget to purchase your 2011-2012 yearbook in the business office for $45 until December 22. Prices will go up to $50 after December 22.

Get up to date information on all UCHS sports teams including game times and locations at www.highschoolsports.net
Athletic Report
 The Varsity Football team had very close back to back losses in their last two games.  In the Homecoming game, the Lions were down by four in the closing seconds as a pass by Deandre Williams got the ball down to the 2 yard line as time ran out.  The Lions then went to Summit and came up short on a last second touchdown pass.  The JV team beat Summit in a thrilling overtime game 20-14 at home.

    The Field Hockey team is enjoying another stellar season with a 10-4-2 record.  Their biggest win of the season was a 3-2 overtime decision over perennial power MICDS that went to sudden death strokes.  Merinda Morley knocked in the go ahead goal and Ellie McCray made the crucial save to lead the Lady Lions to victory.

  

   The Boys Swim team has turned some impressive times so far this season.  Against Affton, Luke Babich had a personal best in the 200 and 500 Freestyle and Carson Brandt swam a PB in the 200 IM.  Against Ritenour, Carson recorded a PB in the 50 Freestyle and 100 Backstroke and Luke swam a PB in the 100 Freestyle and 100 Breaststoke.

 

   The Softball team is wrapping up their season with a home District game this Thursday against Incarnate Word.  The Lady Lions lost a tough game against McCluer on Monday before taking on Parkway North. 

 

   Girls Tennis is participating in Districts this week.  The Lady Lions played Villa Duchesne on Monday in the 1st round of Team Districts and came away with a 5-0 loss. Individual Districts begin this Thursday at John Burroughs.

 

   Co-ed Cross Country competed in the Warrenton Invitational this past weekend and came away with their best results of the season so far.  Karlin Barnes led the way with a 16 place finish and medaled.  Connor Crowe placed 33rd, Derrick Freeman 51st, Sam Polzin 67th, and Raheem Tolbert 69th.  In the Girls Division, Eliana Hudson placed 25th and Claire Hulett finished in 32nd place.

 

   Girls Volleyball started the season with a 2-7 record but has been competitive in most of those games.  Against Hazelwood East, the Lady Lions swept both games behind Breonna Connor's 3 aces and multiple kills.  Ashley Moore is leading the team in kills and assists.  In sweeping Normandy, Autumn Jacobs had 2 kills and Trenette Harris had a kill and an ace.

 

   Boys Soccer recently played in the McCluer Northside Tournament and won 1, lost 2, and played for the Consolation Championship.  In a tight 1-1 game in the second half, Lutheran North scored 2 quick goals to prevail 3-1.  The Lions also played a very close game that was decided on a controversial call in overtime that gave Ladue the win.  The Lions are playing in the Trinity Tournament this week.
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