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For and about University City High School
November 1, 2011

A Word From Our Principal

As first quarter comes to a close, I would like to first and foremost thank you as parents and guardians for the best start to a school year in a long time.  We have just finished our ninth week of school.  Student wide attendance is up and discipline infractions are down!  I couldn’t ask for a better start!
This past week we hosted another successful and informative college fair in the gymnasium of UCHS.  While there were many 12th graders present, the low number of 11th graders at the event was startling. I encourage all high school parents to begin planning for postsecondary options.  It is NEVER too early to start planning for college or life after high school!  
The College Board website at: http://www.collegeboard.com/student/plan/index.html is a great place to start.  This site is a comprehensive nationwide college search engine with an accompanying career planning tool.  Another useful website is www.nacacnet.org which provides  detailed checklists and a calendar of college fairs.  These websites offer an abundance of information.  Every family can find something useful.  Check it out!
On another note, we have instituted a revised process from the attendance office this week.  If your student misses two or more class periods, unexcused, you will receive a call that informs you of this.  If you have received a call and have questions please do not hesitate to contact the attendance office at 290-4118.  We hope that this is just one more step in keeping parents informed.

I am looking forward to seeing all of you at parent teacher conferences on November 10th and 11th.  As a reminder, you do not have to meet with all of your student’s teachers.  If you only need to see a few teachers then those are the ones you visit.  Perhaps you only need to address concerns with teachers in whose class your student is struggling.  This is a great opportunity to form partnerships and ensure the success of your student.  Please make it a priority to attend parent teacher conferences.
As always if I can be of any assistance please don’t hesitate to contact me.  I hope everyone has a great start to November!
Please remember to use your Schnucks Scrip card when you buy your groceries.  The PTO gets a percentage of your bill, and it doesn’t cost you a thing!  

UCHS Calendar
November

3
7 pm Athletic Booster meeting in library

3
6:15 pm School Board work session at McNair

4
Last day to register for Dec. 10 ACT test

10
Early release, Parent/Teacher conferences from 4 
 8 pm

11
School closed.  Building open for parent/teacher conferences from 8 – 11:30 am

18
6-8:30 pm Student/Faculty Talent Show in the auditorium

23
Early release for staff professional development

24,25
NO SCHOOL, Thanksgiving break

December

1
7 pm Athletic Boosters meeting

1
7 pm Winter concert in the auditorium $5 admission
6
6:30 pm Financial Aid Night

7
9:30 – 10:30 am SSD coffee at McNair Admin. Bldg. is open to all parents and family members throughout the district.

10
8 am ACT test at UCHS

10
6:30 pm Kinesis Dance Concert $5 admission

Yearbook senior files are available for purchase in the business office or at yearbookordercenter.com. Reduced rates available until November 18.  Yearbooks are still for sale in the business office.  
Colleges Visiting UCHS
Students need a pass from their guidance counselor to attend these sessions

Wed. Nov. 2



U. of Missouri St. Louis at 11 am








Ozark College at 1:30 pm

Thurs. Nov. 3


Webster U. at 8:45 am








Earlham College at 10 am

Mon. Nov. 7



Maryville U. at 11:30 am

Tues. Nov. 15


Ball State U. at 11:30 am

Tues. Nov. 22


Yale U. at 11 am

The high school can always use donations of merchandise for its UROAR Exchange store. 

Students redeem their Lion Bucks, given for doing the right thing, for real merchandise.  Donations of small tubes of hand lotion, lip gloss, lip balm, hats, ear buds and gift cards would all be appreciated, as well as anything you think high school students would like, except for candy or food. Bring items to the school office or to conferences. 

Did You Know…

Welcome to school district parent Linda Pritchard who is now on staff as our new A+/Volunteer coordinator.
Ms. Claunch's 3rd period Crafts students learned how to create glass pendants, ceramic masks and wall hangings during a field trip to Craft Alliance in the Loop. They also enjoyed viewing the fiber art exhibit, "Nnenna Ohore: Shokoloko".

Ms. Claunch's Drawing students learned about the art of Lisa Bulawsky and Rudy Zapf during a field trip to the gallery at COCA. Their art is based on personal memories and memories of older people. Working with Rudy Zapf, artist in residency, students created multi -media pieces which were about their most important memory and an older relative's most important memory. Viewers enjoyed the opening reception. The show was on display in the lobby of COCA during October.
Don’t forget to purchase your 2011-2012 yearbook in the business office for $45 until December 22. Prices will go up to $50 after December 22.

If you received a letter from the nurse stating that your student is NOT up to date on immunizations, you have until November 10 to turn in your paperwork.  After that date you will be referred to the Office of Pupil Personnel.  

When you come to the Parent/Teacher conferences, please consider bringing the school any of the following items:

· Boxes of tissues for the classrooms

· Bandaids for the classrooms (avoids missing class for a trip to the nurse)

· Snacks for the nurse’s office for kids who come to school hungry such as crackers, graham crackers, cheese sandwich crackers, granola bars and breakfast bars.

· Ground coffee for the staff coffee maker

· Bottles of water for the staff

· Incentive items for the UROAR store

· Money to support the PTO, Athletic, and Band Boosters with your voluntary membership donation.

Get up to date information on all UCHS sports teams including game times and locations at www.highschoolsports.net
Athletic Report

   Cross Country recently competed in the Suburban South Conference meet at Kirkwood Park.  Karlin Barnes and Connor Crowe both finished in the top 40.  In the girls division, Claire Hulett finished 32nd and Eliana Hudson placed 33rd.  The Running Lions are back in action this Saturday when they head to Warrenton for the District meet.

   Girls Field Hockey is wrapping up another stellar season.  The Lady Lions recently placed 5th at the Public School Tournament beating Clayton for the 2nd time this season in the consolation championship.  On Senior Day, the girls lost a tough one to Nerinx Hall, one of the top teams in the area, 2-1.  They are back in action this Thursday when they play Edwardsville at MICDS in the season-ending Midwest Tournament.

   Boys Soccer played their best game of the season on Tuesday, losing to Ritenour 5-4 in a back and forth game that wasn't decided until the last seconds.  Kaddaryl Polk scored on a header to put the Lions ahead late in the game but the Huskies scored two goals at the end including a controversial penalty kick with twenty seconds left to pull out the win.  The Lions face Maplewood on Thursday before taking on MICDS in the first round of the District tournament at 10:00am on Saturday.

   Girls Volleyball is currently competing in Districts at Incarnate Word Academy.  After sweeping Riverview last week on Senior Night, the Lady Lions ran their win streak to two by eliminating Gateway Tech in two games to advance to the District semifinals.  The girls will take on Rosati Kain at 4:00pm on Wednesday for a spot in the finals.

   The football team took out Clayton 56-22 in their first district game, but took it on the chin last Saturday, losing to 3rd ranked MICDS 50-18 in the last home game of the season.  The Lions take on Ladue Thursday at St. Louis University High School for a spot in the playoffs.  The winner goes on to Sectionals next Wednesday to take on the winner of District 3.

Encourage your student to participate in a winter sport.   Girls and Boys Basketball and Wrestling practices begin October 31st.  Girls Swimming practice begins November 14th.  Tryouts for basketball will take place the first three days of practice.  
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