Content Area Reading 

FitzPatrick


Summarizing and Note-taking
Idea Magnets

Idea Cluster

T-Chart

Main Idea I
All of the organizers have space for the three essential parts:

· Topic/Main Idea

· Sub-topics 

· Details

Before you read:

Choose the organizer that best fits your thinking style.

Preview the article until you can identify the topic in your own words.

Guess at what you think the subtopics will be.

While you read:

Identify subtopics and significant details.

After you read:

Fill out organizer.

Turn “topic” into “main idea.” A topic says what the article is about (or who is doing what where). A main idea answers the question “What is the author saying about [topic]?”

	turn this
	into
	this

	Topic—

· subject of the article

· few words or a phrase

· says who, what, and where


	(
	Main Idea—

· comment about the topic

· complex sentence (often includes “because”)

· explains significance 


	If you can’t turn the topic into a main idea, you don’t “get it” yet.

Go back and turn each of your subtopics into a sentence, then try again with the main idea.


Idea Magnets

Overview: Idea magnets is a very simple strategy for during reading. Teacher provides students with three or four big ideas from the reading, designated as “magnets.” Students read looking for specifics, details, and examples that will to “stick” to the magnets.
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	T-Chart Notes

	Topic

	3 Sub-topics
	Details, specifics, examples

	A
	1

	
	2

	
	3

	B
	1

	
	2

	
	3

	C
	1

	
	2

	
	3

	Main Idea:


Main Idea I
	Topic: 

	Main Idea:

	Supporting Ideas
	1.

2.

3.

4.

5.


	

	Sentence Summary:


Main Idea:





Sub-topic





Sub-topic





Sub-topic





Topic:
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