Family Engagement Committee

April 26, 2010

The April 26 meeting focused on brainstorming what is engagement and what strategies can help increase family engagement. 

Communication critical to engagement – how do families receive information? 

Suggestions: 

· Have teachers put class syllabus online,

· Consider a weekly e-mail blast from the District of what is happening. (Shouldn’t replace printed methods

· Does a District form for teacher/parent communication exist? 

· Would people watch District or PTO meetings if recorded/broadcast? 

· Can a text messaging system be used for some parents? 

Categories/types of engagement

· School Day Support Activities

· At-Home Involvement 

· School/Family Communication

· Others

Identifying and improving engagement

· Could a survey be done to determine how parents/families are involved in their child’s education? (based on categories/types listed above)

· What role to principals and teachers play in family engagement? 

· How could engagement around PTOs be increased? 

· How to engage the rest of the families? (Donuts with Dad, Muffins with Mom at Pershing (?) and Parent/Child Breakfast at JGECEC successful events) 

Spark engagement by building relationships

· With buildings and building leaders

· Teachers at PTO meetings

· Administrators/teachers reaching out by phone to families

· Harder to develop relationship at UHCS b/c not a “classroom” teacher

Dual engagement important – must be two-way

· Parent and teacher – both sides engaged 

· Need to have high expectations for all – staff, parents, students, etc. 

Next meeting: Tuesday, May 25 at 6:30 p.m. in McNair Board Room

Agenda will include a presentation from Washington University students in the Masters of Social Work program who have been researching parental involvement and engagement, followed by discussion.  

