Dear Parent, Guardian, and Caring Adult:

The administration and staff of Brittany Woods Middle School are committed to promoting academic success for all students.  This course description book will assist you and your child when selecting courses for the upcoming school year.  Please consult this book when completing your child’s course selection form.  All Brittany Woods students must take the core courses of Communication Arts, Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies.  Physical Education/Health is a required, non-core course. Students complete their class schedule with non-core courses in the areas of Foreign Language, Performing/Fine Arts and Practical Arts.  These courses, including P.E., meet all standards for college preparatory courses offered at University City High School.  Some core classes require students be assessed for placement.  In these instances, teachers, guidance counselors and administration review a variety of assessment information.

The Brittany Woods Guidance Department provides a comprehensive program that includes classroom lessons, small group sessions and individual counseling. The curriculum addresses respect, bullying, self-esteem, peer pressure, decision-making skills, positive interactions with others, personal goal setting, self-interest inventories and career exploration.  All guidance classes are structured with interactive activities and discussions to promote personal reflection.

The Guidance Department also offers support group counseling to students who need assistance in academics, dealing with family issues, peer pressure, stress management, anger management, conflict resolution and developing healthy relationships.

Please contact our counselors, Ms. Johnson at 290-4288 or Ms. Willis at 290-4289, whenever you have questions or concerns and encourage your child to do the same.
Brittany Woods Middle School provides a continuum of services for those with special needs.  The Individualized Education Program (IEP), delivered by the general education, special education and support staff, is used to address the educational, behavioral and/or social/emotional needs for identified students.  Parents are an integral part of this important educational process.
We look forward to having you as a partner in your child’s education and encourage your active involvement during the school year.  Thank you for your support and cooperation.

Sincerely,
Dr. Jamie Jordan

Principal
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ACADEMIC POLICIES AFFECTING COURSEWORK

Team Selection

Students will be placed on teams randomly.

Cross Teaming

Cross Teaming is strongly discouraged.  Every effort has been made to provide a master schedule that exhibits the best of middle school practices and what is good for all students.  Students will be placed on academic teams randomly.  This will allow for students to remain on team for their core classes.  However, sometimes due to student need, cross teaming is appropriate and may be allowed at administration discretion. 

Class Changes

Necessary changes will be made within the first week of the semester. Reasons for changes may include:

*Student is not enrolled in all four core classes

*Student is not enrolled in PE

*Student assigned to the same class twice

*Student has not completed prerequisite for an assigned class

*Student is enrolled in a class not designated for a student’s current grade level

*Or other reasons at counselors’ or administrators’ discretion
Arbitrary changes are changes the student would like to make for any reason other than those listed above.  Arbitrary changes will be granted if the classes are available and if the change will enhance the students’ academic program. 

All changes need parental and grade level administrative approval. 

Types of Courses

Core subjects include Communication Arts, Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies.  Physical Education/Health is a non-core required course.  These subjects are mandatory for students to be enrolled in during the school year.

Elective subjects include Family and Consumer Sciences, Industrial Technology, Advanced Industrial Technology, Computer Integration and Application, Advanced Computer Integration and Application, Academic Lab, Choir, Band, Jazz Band, Art, Advanced Art, Theater Arts, Advanced Theater Arts, French, Spanish, and Latin.  These subjects are optional for students to be enrolled in and are a quarter, a semester or a year long in length depending upon grade level. 

Promotion and Retention Requirements

Middle school students must earn at least twenty-four (twelve in core subjects and twelve in elective subjects) of the thirty-two possible passing term grades each year.  A term passing grade is a letter grade of “D” or higher.  Students who receive more than four F’s in a core subject or more than eight overall F’s will be eligible for retention according to Board of Education Regulation 2530. 

If a student does not receive the required number of passing term grades during the school year, the student must attend summer school and make a passing grade of "D" or higher in the assigned/recommended summer school course(s).  Eighth grade students will not be allowed to participate in eighth grade promotion exercises if they are required to attend summer school.  

Exploratory Wheel 

Sixth grade students have the opportunity to participate in several different electives to help them develop their own interests and talents.  Their elective courses will be a quarter or a year long in length. 

COMMUNICATION ARTS
The Communication Arts Department strives to help students enhance their basic language, reading, and writing skills.  Reading and writing will be continuous threads throughout each course.

Communication Arts 6  

Year 
Communications Arts 6 curriculum emphasizes four major components: reading, writing speaking, and listening. The curriculum stresses the importance of effectively using the seven comprehension strategies in fiction and non-fiction. The seven comprehension strategies include monitoring comprehension, connecting to literature, asking questions, visualizing, making inferences, determining importance, and synthesizing information. Embedded in comprehension strategies instruction are opportunities for students to listen and speak through discussion. The curriculum also emphasizes written communication through the use of the writing process. Sixth graders will be responsible for writing narrative, expository, and persuasive text. Additionally, students will be required to share writing pieces, allowing development of speaking skills.

Communication Arts 7
        
Year 

The goal of the Communication Arts 7 course is to ensure that all students achieve independence as readers and become effective communicators through writing, speaking, discussion, problem-solving, and critical thinking experiences.  Students will be expected to express themselves through different types of writing such as narratives, journals, short stories, and poetry.  Grammar usage and mechanics will be taught to reinforce the writing portion of the course.  
Students will utilize the writing process that includes pre-writing, drafting, revising, editing and publishing.  Writing portfolios will be maintained to showcase student work. This course is also designed to expose students to short stories (fiction and non-fiction), poetry, drama, technical materials, and novels to reinforce reading and study skills.  Students will be exposed to strategies that will enable them to practice critical thinking by evaluating and interpreting literature.

Communication Arts 8                    Year 

The goal for the Communication Arts 8 course is to ensure that all students achieve independence as readers and become effective communicators through writing, speaking, discussion, problem-solving, and critical thinking experiences.  Communication Arts 8 will refine and expand knowledge gained in the Communication Arts 7 course.  Students will be introduced to a variety of literature including novels, short stories, drama and biographies/autobiographies.  Students will utilize the writing process which includes pre-writing, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing.  Grammar usage and mechanics will be taught in the proofreading stage of the writing process as well as in teacher-designed mini-lessons.  Writing portfolios will be maintained to showcase student work.

MATHEMATICS

Mathematics is an integral part of the society we live in today.  Therefore, the mathematics department strives to instill in our students an understanding of the basic fundamental operations of mathematics.  Students will be provided the opportunity to discover, understand and appreciate mathematical patterns and processes.  They will also develop confidence and competency in their own ability to solve mathematical problems in an organized and efficient manner.  The goals of the mathematics program are to ensure that the students acquire a working knowledge of algebra and continue to develop their knowledge of geometry, probability, statistics, number systems, and numerical sense.

Mathematics 6 


Year 
Students will be expected to investigate and write about mathematical problems using mathematical expressions and equations.  Emphasis of sixth grade curriculum includes numbers, operations, statistics, decimals, fractions, patterns, relationships, algebraic thinking, measurement, and geometry. The course includes vertical alignment bridging the K-5 math program with the seventh and eight grade mathematics.

Mathematics 7                                
Year 

Students will be expected to investigate and write about mathematical problems.  The class will cover seventh grade curriculum with an emphasis on problem-solving and applying skills.
Pre-Algebra 7                                   Year 

Students qualify for this course based on their work, exit exams, standardized test scores and/or teacher recommendation from the sixth grade.  The class will cover seventh and eight grade curriculum.  Students will be expected to investigate and write about mathematical problems.  The emphasis will be on algebraic and geometric topics.  Students draw on statistical knowledge to solve complex problems involving data.

Algebra 7                                        
Year 

Students qualify for this course based on their work, exit exams, standardized test scores and/or teacher recommendation from the sixth grade.  Students will work on solving linear equations and inequalities, graphing functions, systems of equations, quadratic equations and functions, radical expressions, etc.

Pre-Algebra 8

        
Year 

Students will be expected to investigate and write about mathematical problems.  The emphasis will be on algebraic and geometric topics.  Students draw on statistical knowledge to solve complex problems involving data.

Algebra 8                                       
Year 
Students qualify for this course based on their work, exit exams, standardized test scores and/or teacher recommendation from the seventh grade.  Students will work on solving linear equations and inequalities, graphing functions, systems of equations, quadratic equations and functions, radical expressions, etc.
Geometry 8



Year
Students qualify for this course based on their work, exit exams, standardized test scores and/or teacher recommendation from the seventh grade.  Students will study geometric concepts, mathematical logic, and formal deductive proofs.  Topics will include angle relationships, perpendicularity, parallelism, congruence, similarity, area and volume. Prerequisite for this course include a C or better in Algebra.
SCIENCE

The Science Department strives to help students develop comprehensive skills in the areas of physical and life science.  Lab work is integrated to stimulate the problem-solving process and ensure a visual and inquiry-based learning approach.

Earth Science 6 


Year 

Earth Science 6 focuses on hands-on inquiry.  Specific information is acquired through learning, thinking in a scientific way and by asking questions, making predictions, experimenting, graphing data, and finding solutions.  Through this and other processes, students start to develop thinking skills for a lifetime of learning and problem solving.  The sixth grade unit, “Earth History”, focuses on earth science which includes internal processes and external events, earth’s resources, weather and climate, the rock cycle, and plate tectonics.  The sixth grade unit, “Planetary Science”, focuses on the earth, the concept of day and night, explorations of the planets and the various aspects of the moon including phases of the moon, moon rocks and craters.

Life Science 7                                  
Year 

Life Science 7 is designed to help students develop necessary investigative and processing skills such as inferring, predicting, classifying, and graphing.  Hands-on investigations are presented within two units: “Populations and Ecosystems” and “Diversity of Life”.  “Populations and Ecosystems” builds ecological understanding and makes the whole earth fit into the students’ perspectives.  Students will be able to see how all organisms depend on the ecosystem for survival.  More than that, students will discover the large impact that humans have on the earth’s ecosystem.

Physical Science 8                           
Year 

Physical Science 8 is designed to enhance skills and knowledge through an inquiry-based, hands-on approach to the problem-solving process.  Areas of study include physics and chemistry.  Investigation topics include mechanics, motion, energy, heat, electricity, matter and its atomic structure, compounds, mixtures, acids and bases.
SOCIAL STUDIES

The Social Studies Department concentrates on the individual in society, the rights and responsibilities of citizenship as well as the experiences and contributions of diverse cultures.  


  Social Studies 6

       
Year 

Social Studies 6 focuses on cultural geography, world history and emphasizes the study of geographic regions of the world. Students study the social, political, economic, and physical aspects of world geography. The study of world geography helps students gain greater understanding of countries’ locations, cultures, developments, relationships, and interdependence. Students will learn about the geography, culture, and history of medieval Europe and the empires and cultures of Africa and Asia. World History introduces students to the world’s earliest cultures. It examines the geography and history of the ancient cultures of Egypt, Mesopotamia, India, China, Greece, Rome, Japan, Africa, Arabia, and the Americas.
Social Studies 7

         
Year 

Social Studies 7 focuses on the earth and its cultures through the study of geography, economics and government.  It brings understanding of how earth’s physical features and the cultural features of its inhabitants are intertwined.  A good understanding of the earth and its people living in distinctive physical settings and particular cultures will create a global understanding of today’s issues, thus creating a citizen more equipped to functioning effectively in a diverse world.

Social Studies 8                                
Year 

Social Studies 8 focuses on American History.  This is an in-depth course of study covering the development of United States history from pre-Columbian to the Reconstruction Period.  The content and activities will connect America’s rich heritage to students’ lives today and to their futures.
PHYSICAL EDUCATION/HEALTH
Physical activity is an important part of every student’s daily life.  This course will focus on fitness, wellness, important health issues and proper techniques for sporting activities.  Students must have appropriate physical education attire: tennis shoes, white tee shirts, and black shorts or sweats.  Denim is not allowed.

Comprehensive P.E./ Health         
Year 

This course is designed to expose and instruct all students in the following activities:  physical fitness testing, aerobic endurance, walking, jogging, soccer, volleyball, basketball, softball, track and field, cross country, recreational games, circuit training, flag football, floor hockey, and speed ball.  The total program will assist the student in making healthy decisions to develop a responsible, active and enjoyable lifestyle.

In Health, students will focus on nutrition, exercise, making healthy decisions, sports/lifetime activities, and injury prevention.  Students will study the structure and function of the ten human body systems.  A part of this unit will focus on sex education with parental permission.
ACADEMIC LAB

Academic Lab

Quarter/Year

Academic Lab course is designed to teach students on an individual setting organizational skills, goal setting, study skills and homework completion. This course can be optional or required by administration and may be taken for a quarter or year long depending upon grade level. 

GIFTED & TALENTED EDUCATION

G.A.T. E.   


         
Year
                                                        
This course is designed for the self-motivated gifted student who is ready for extra challenges.  Students are selected based on aptitude test scores, achievement test scores and a creativity assessment.  The course includes more in-depth research, reading, writing and individual responsibility for progress.  Enrollment is limited based on state guidelines. 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE
The program focuses on the teaching of vocabulary, grammar, and sentence structure through reading comprehension, writing, and listening skills.  By combining a cultural focus with the academic aspects of language study, students will gain a broader understanding of the various foreign cultures.  In addition to assignments from the text and various supplemental materials, the students will participate in special projects, songs, games, computer activities, field trips, videos and classroom presentations made by visiting native speakers.

FRENCH

6th Grade Exploratory French
Quarter 
Exploratory French will give students an introduction to key concepts in French from grammar and vocabulary to culture and geography.  Designed for middle-school students, the course will encourage students to use French for communication and self-expression and make acquiring a second language a natural, personal, enjoyable and rewarding experience.
7th Grade French

            Year 
This course is the beginning course of a two-year sequence, which introduces basic grammar and vocabulary. Activities will include exercises from the texts, worksheets, and oral activities designed to increase proficiency, dialogue, and enhance the study of language and culture.

8th Grade French
  

Year

This course is the second course of the two-year sequence.  Students will continue with French grammar and vocabulary, as well as building their speaking and writing skills.  Activities will include exercises from the text, worksheets, reading of dialogues, oral activities, and the teaming of students to encourage oral proficiency.  Students will explore culture through video, discussion, special projects and presentations.  Students must successfully complete 7th Grade French in order to enroll in this course.

LATIN

6th Grade Exploratory Latin  
Quarter
Discovering Latin is designed to provide students with an engaging introduction to the study of Latin. Using stories and information about classical cultures, students will read, write, and speak in Latin. Students will discover how knowledge of Latin assists in understanding the structure of English language, recognizing word families, and using pre-fixes and suffixes. Latin language study is a great way to increase vocabulary and familiarity with academic language, specifically for the ACT and SAT exams.
7th Grade Latin


Year 
Students will complete the Latin curriculum which includes the Cambridge Latin Course Unit I.  Students will master Latin grammar and vocabulary, as well as learn about Roman culture, history, mythology and daily life. 

8th Grade Latin


Year 
Students will complete the Latin curriculum which includes the Cambridge Latin Course Unit II.  Students will master Latin grammar and vocabulary, as well as learn about Roman culture, history, mythology and daily life. Students must successfully complete 7th Grade Latin in order to enroll in this course.
SPANISH
6th Exploratory Spanish

Quarter

Exploratory Spanish will give the student an introduction to key concepts from grammar and vocabulary to culture and geography.  Designed for middle-school students, the course will encourage students to use Spanish for communication and self-expression and make acquiring a second language a natural, personal, enjoyable and rewarding experience.
7th Grade Spanish 


Year
This first year course focuses on the teaching of basic sentence structure and vocabulary and developing listening, speaking, writing and reading skills. Students will participate in special projects, activities, songs, games, sampling of Hispanic foods and classroom presentations made by visiting native speakers.
8th Grade Spanish


Year

This is a second year Spanish course, which continues the studies and activities introduced in 7th Grade Spanish.  There is increased emphasis on the spoken language and exercises using structure and vocabulary.   Students must have successfully completed 7th Grade Spanish in order to enroll in this course. 
PERFORMING/FINE ARTS
The Performing/Fine Arts Department strives to have students experience the relationship of music, drama, and art in every aspect of humanity.  The Arts enables students to develop an awareness of aesthetic values, express feelings, ideas, interests and aptitudes, as well as acquire a knowledge and understanding of culture in relation to other times and places.

ART

Students will use critical thinking skills as they learn how to create, evaluate and interpret visual art work. Lesson objectives will vary focusing on historically important artists and themes, use of particular media and techniques, and cultural and personal expressions. Students will explore methods of visual design that will challenge their imagination.  On all grade levels, art experiences will concentrate on the elements and principals of art, skills and techniques, craftsmanship, as well as analytical and critical thinking.
6th Grade Exploratory Art

Quarter
Students will explore a variety of art media and techniques while producing 2 and 3-dimensional works of art. Students will learn about historically important artists and art themes and use the elements and principles of art to create and evaluate their work.

7th Grade Art



Semester
Students will expand their knowledge and experiences in visual art by choosing the most appropriate media and techniques to meet the given objective. Lesson objectives will vary and will include creating realistic and abstract designs, creating work in a particular art style or artist’s style, and using personal or self expression to show mood or opinion.

8th Grade Art



Semester
Students will develop deeper understandings of the cultures from which art has been created and how artists have used symbols, styles, media and techniques to express emotions and ideas. Students will create and evaluate their work based on prior art knowledge and using analytical thinking skills. 

8th Grade Advanced Art

Semester
Students who are especially interested in visual art will expand their knowledge and refine their skills in creating artwork. Also, students with a particular interest in a medium, such as painting or sculpture, will have the opportunity to further explore.  Students will explore a variety of art media and techniques while producing 2 and 3-dimensional works of art. Students will learn about historically important artists and art themes and use the elements and principles of art to create and evaluate their work. This course is only open to 8th graders who have successfully completed a semester of Art and/or by teacher recommendation. 
BAND

The following instruments are taught in Band:

Baritone, Bells/Percussion, Clarinet, Flute, French Horn, Saxophone, Trumpet, Trombone, etc.
6th Grade Band 
   

Year Emphasis in 6th Grade Band will be placed on the development of playing skills, music reading and ensemble performance techniques. Instrumentation and placement of instruments may need to be controlled by the director in order to have an acceptable balance of sound. Attendance is required at all rehearsals and performances. 
7th Grade Band
 

Year Emphasis in 7th Grade Band will be placed on the development of technical skills, tone quality and style. Listening skills and ensemble techniques are further developed and increasingly challenging literature will be introduced. Attendance at all performances is required. 
8th Grade Band


Year
Emphasis in 8th Grade Band will be placed on the development of technical skills, tone quality and style. Musical theory, analysis of form and increased individual expression are incorporated. Increased performance opportunities are available. Attendance at all performances is required.  

8th Grade Jazz Band 


Year 
This is an advanced course which is designed to teach jazz playing techniques using blues, swing ballads and funk within the big band element. The course will cover historical periods in music from the origins of blues, ragtime and New Orleans jazz to present time.  Music developed and learned will include major, minor, pentatonic, blues scales, and arpeggios. Students will play and perform the music chosen by the director. Professional big band charts and jazz standards will be used. Students will play in the style of the composer’s written piece.  This class is open to 8th grade students by teacher recommendation. 
CHOIR

6th Grade Choir


Year 

6th Grade Choir is open to all sixth grade students who wish to improve their ability to sing. Various styles of music will be studied with an emphasis on music reading and part singing. Student skills in vocal production, general musicianship, and concert etiquette will be developed. This choir will perform in concerts throughout the year. Attendance is required at all performances.  6th Grade Choir fosters growth in creative self-expression, aesthetic literacy, and innovative thinking. It continues the development of musical knowledge and skills and encourages growth towards personal and ensemble potential. Organized rehearsals will incorporate multi-cultural and historical perspectives. Students learn to achieve and persist toward a common goal.

7th Grade Choir


Year
7th Grade Choir provides an opportunity for students to develop musically within a choral ensemble. Various styles of music will be studied with an emphasis on sight singing, vocal production, concert etiquette, and performance technique. An understanding of musical elements and terminology is reinforced. This choir will perform in various concerts throughout the year. Attendance is required at all performances.  
8th Grade Choir


Year
8th Grade Choir provides an opportunity for students to develop musically within a choral ensemble. Various styles of music will be studied with an emphasis on sight singing, vocal production, concert etiquette, and performance technique. An understanding of musical elements and terminology is reinforced. This choir will perform in various concerts throughout the year. Attendance is required at all performances.  
ORCHESTRA

The following instruments are taught in Orchestra:
      Cello, String Bass, Viola, and Violin

6th Grade Orchestra


Year

Instruction in this class is offered in Violin, Viola, Cello, and String Bass. Students will learn basic skills in tone production, note reading, scales, bowings, and technique development. A limited number of instruments are available through the school.
7th Grade Orchestra


Year
2nd year violin, viola, cello, and string bass students will continue to learn skills in tone production, note reading (rhythmic and melodic), scales, bowings, vibrato, ensemble playing and technique development. These students are required to have a minimum of one year of experience. Students will learn a variety of orchestra pieces, with the goal of performing in concerts and at local solo and ensemble events. A limited number of instruments may be available through the school.

8th Grade Orchestra


Year

3rd year violin, viola, cello, and string bass students will learn advanced skills in tone production, note reading (rhythmic and melodic), 3 octave scales, bowings, vibrato, ensemble playing and technique development. These students are required to have a minimum of two years of experience. Students will learn a variety of orchestra pieces, with the goal of performing in concerts, and at local solo and ensemble events.  A limited number of instruments may be available through the school.
THEATER ARTS

6th Grade Exploratory Theater Arts    Quarter

Students will explore three areas of the theater arts.  First, students will examine the rich traditions and history of theater in world cultures.  Students will also investigate the steps to producing a dramatic production and the roles different individuals take to produce a play.  Finally, the students will be introduced to techniques of how the body and voice are used in acting.   
7th Grade Theater Arts

Semester

Students will expand their knowledge of theater history and traditions by researching a time period, culture or tradition of their choosing.  Emphasis is placed on stage acting involving line memorization, characterization, blocking and scene production.  Students will be required to participate in a class acting project.

8th Grade Theater Arts

Semester

Students will expand their knowledge of theater history and traditions by researching a time period, culture or tradition of their choosing.  Emphasis is placed on stage acting involving line memorization, characterization, blocking and scene production.  Students will be required to participate in a class acting project.

8th Grade Advanced Theater Arts
Semester

Students who have successfully completed the Theater Arts class will learn advanced acting skills in addition to learning the technical side of play production.  Students will be introduced to costume and makeup design, set design and construction principles, stage lighting and sound.  Students will be responsible for individual or small group research projects.  The principle goal of the semester is the production of a drama for public performance.  This course is only open to 8th graders who have successfully completed a semester of Theater Arts and/or by teacher recommendation. 
PRACTICAL ARTS

COMPUTER INTEGRATION AND APPLICATION (C.I.A.)
6th Exploratory Computer Integration and Application



 Quarter

This is a nine week course where students are introduced to various basic computer skills.  Students will learn how to use and understand basic computer related terms and identify basic computer hardware components.  Students will also be introduced to basic word-processing skills, which will include keyboarding.  Students will be exposed to basic internet applications as well as be expected to create a simple multi-media presentation as the culminating project for the course. 

7th Computer Integration and Application Semester

This is a semester long foundational course where students learn and apply basic computer skills related to word-processing including keyboarding, internet applications, and multi-media presentations.  Students will also be introduced to databases and spreadsheets.  Students will learn how to use and understand basic computer related terminology and identify computer hardware components including peripheral devices, i.e. keyboard, mouse, CD/DVD-ROM, USB Flash Drive, Scanner, and Web-Cam. Students will be expected to create a multi-media presentation, which will require demonstration of knowledge gained through instruction related to computer applications including Word, Excel, and Power Point.

8th Computer Integration and Application 

Semester 
This is a semester long foundational course where students learn and apply basic computer skills related to word-processing including keyboarding, internet applications, and multi-media presentations.  Students will also be introduced to databases and spreadsheets.  Students will learn how to use and understand basic computer related terminology and identify computer hardware components including peripheral devices, i.e. keyboard, mouse, CD/DVD-ROM, USB Flash Drive, Scanner, and Web-Cam. Students will be expected to create a multi-media presentation, which will require demonstration of knowledge gained through instruction related to computer applications including Word, Excel, and Power Point.

8th Advanced Computer Integration and Application



Semester

This course will build on knowledge gained in the Computer Integration and Application course.  Students will integrate previously learned applications, Word, Excel, and Power Point into a cumulative Web design project.   This course is only open to 8th graders who have successfully completed a semester of Computer Integration and Application and/or by teacher recommendation. 
FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCES
(F.A.C.S)
The aim of the Family and Consumer Sciences course is to increase the students’ ability to act responsibly and productively, work cooperatively, apply concepts of balancing school work and family, create solutions to critical and emergent issues, utilize technology effectively in personal and family settings and maintain healthy lifestyles. Family and Consumer Sciences provide the bridges needed by all students to help deal with life issues. 

6th Grade Exploratory Family and Consumer Sciences



Quarter

The Exploratory Family and Consumer Sciences course is designed to provide instruction in: leadership, family systems, family and consumer science resources, finances and budgeting, nutrition, health and wellness, career pathways, textiles, clothing care, sewing, and cooking basics.

7th Grade Family and Consumer Sciences Semester 

The Family and Consumer Sciences course at the seventh grade level will focus on preparing students to become independent and productive citizens.  Instruction will be delivered in a student-centered, modular education classroom setting.  The course involves an applied approach to curriculum focused on the following areas:  leadership, family systems, family and consumer science resources, finances and budgeting, nutrition, health and wellness, career pathways, textiles, clothing care, sewing, and cooking basics.  Students will be involved in research, hands-on activities, problem solving practices and group work.

8th Grade Family and Consumer Sciences
Semester 

The Family and Consumer Sciences course at the eighth grade level will further develop skills in the areas of: leadership, family systems, family and consumer science resources, finances and budgeting, nutrition, health and wellness, career pathways, textiles, clothing care, sewing, and cooking basics.  Students will be involved in more complex levels of research, challenging hands-on activities, advanced problem solving practices and more independent work.

INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY

The students will explore the relationship between technology and our lives today while constructing a variety of individual and group inquiry-based projects.  Computer technology will be used to enhance instruction.

6th Grade Exploratory Industrial Technology Quarter

This is a nine week course where students are introduced to design and engineering processes and the technical knowledge and skills necessary for project construction. The culminating project will require students to use knowledge gained in the area of basic drafting to determine the necessary materials and safe use of layout and machines, hand tools and equipment, as well as proper finishing techniques to create a wooden artifact.
7th Grade Industrial Technology
Semester 

This is a semester long course where students, learn and apply basic engineering principals, drafting techniques, assembly and finishing processes and problem-solving skills. Students will also receive an overview of computer aid drafting (CAD) techniques.  The culminating project will require students to develop and construct a Rube-Goldberg Machine (original invention) whereby requiring students to research information, brainstorm ideas, develop solutions, create models and test and evaluate solutions.
8th Grade Industrial Technology 
Semester 
This is a semester long course where students learn and apply basic engineering principals, drafting techniques, assembly and finishing processes and problem-solving skills. Students will also receive an overview of computer aided drafting (CAD) techniques.  The culminating project will require students to develop and construct a Rube-Goldberg Machine (original invention) whereby requiring students to research information, brainstorm ideas, develop solutions, create models and test and evaluate solutions.
8th Advanced Industrial Technology
(Auto CAD)                                    Semester

This is a basic level, computer aided drafting (CAD) course utilizing the software package AutoCAD.  This course will cover 2 dimensional drafting and design concepts including: basic drawing commands, drawing aides, editing commands, grips, creating text, basic dimensioning and plotting.  This course will prepare students for courses in the Architecture and Construction Pathway at University City High School.  This course is only open to 8th graders who have successfully completed a semester of Industrial Technology and/or by teacher recommendation. 

Note:  During the late spring, adjustments may be made to the BW schedule.  Therefore the information in this booklet is subject to change.
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