Black Boy by Richard Wright

Concept Vocabulary

Prejudice Words

discrimination, antagonism, 

racialism, racial prejudice, xenophobia, chauvinism, bigotry, bias, partisanship, partiality, intolerance, discrimination, unfairness, inequality, narrow-mindedness, small-mindedness, illiberality, parochialism, provincialism, prejudice, partisanship, partiality, discrimination, injustice, inequality, persecution, abuse, maltreatment, ill-treatment, tyranny, despotism, repression, suppression, subjection, subjugation, cruelty, brutality, injustice, hardship, suffering, misery, dehumanization

Rebellion Words

usurpation, uprising, revolt, insurrection, mutiny, revolution, insurgence, insurgency; riot, disorder, unrest, defiance, disobedience, rebelliousness, insubordination, subversion, subversiveness, resistance, subvert, undercut, sabotage, threaten, weaken, compromise, 

diminish, commandeer, wrest, assume, expropriate. oust, overthrow, remove, topple, unseat, depose, dethrone; supplant, replace.

Conformity Words

comply with, abide by, obey, observe, follow, keep to, stick to, adhere to, uphold, heed, accept, go along with, fall in with, respect, defer to, satisfy, meet, fulfill

Poverty Words

penury, destitution, pauper, beggary, indigence, penniless, impoverished, needy, need, hardship, impecuniousness, scarcity, deficiency, dearth, shortage, paucity, insufficiency, absence, lack.


Personality Words

obstinate, headstrong, willful, strong-willed, pigheaded, obdurate, difficult, contrary, perverse, recalcitrant, inflexible, iron-willed, uncompromising, unbending, informal stiff-necked, bloody-minded, balky, formal pertinacious, refractory, contumacious, persistent, tenacious, resistant, watchful, heedful, aware, attentive, vigilant, confident, self-confident, bold, decisive, assured, self-assured, self-possessed, forthright, firm, emphatic, authoritative, strong-willed, forceful, insistent, determined, commanding, feisty, pushy, intrigued, interested, agog, inquisitive, strange, odd, peculiar, funny, unusual, bizarre, weird, eccentric, queer, unexpected, unfamiliar, extraordinary, abnormal, out of the ordinary, anomalous, surprising, incongruous, unconventional, offbeat, recalcitrant, unorthodox, uncooperative, intractable, obstreperous, truculent, insubordinate, defiant, rebellious, willful, wayward, headstrong, self-willed, contrary, perverse, difficult

Adding words to your vocabulary:

Narrow the list:

Cross out words that are too simple, that you have already mastered, that you can use, explain, adjust, adapt and play with.

Cross out word that are completely unfamiliar to you, that are bizarre and unpronounceable, that you have never seen heard or come across before

Circle words that are vaguely familiar that you have heard before but you don’t know what they mean, that you have a vague connotation (it means something bad, its an action, it describes a mood).

Circle words that you understand when you see them in a sentence, but you don’t have an immediate definition for in your head, that you don’t use in your own writing, but you would understand if you read it.

Dictionary work: look up your circled words in a dictionary, on dictionary.com, or using dictionary program on an Apple computer.

Use the circled words from your list to describe Richard, his situation, his reaction, or the outcome of this event. You may need to add, delete, or change word endings or word forms.

	Personality

Richard’s personality:

How would you describe/label it?

What makes him different from most people?

Which of his traits are helpful/harmful?

Richard is curious, observant, impulsive, stubbornly certain of his own right to exist just as he is, while at the same time being strangely shy and awkward especially with an audience.
	Poverty

How does poverty affect Richard’s family?

Poverty limits Richard’s family’s choices. They are often in situations in which they only have bad choices and have to decide which consequence to face.

	Conformity or Rebellion

When does Richard choose to conform?

When does Richard choose to rebel?

When are his decisions destructive/constructive? 


	Hunger

Why does Wright emphasize hunger?  What impact does hunger have on his life? What is he hungry for? Why is he hungry?




	Individual Attitudes:

Prejudice, racism, bigotry, chauvinism
	Social Attitudes:

Discrimination, racism,

 oppression, passive racism



	Effects on individuals:
	Effects on Society:





Prejudice and Racism








